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The Phantom Hitch-Hiker accounts, to which J.tichael Gos� has deYoted a great 

deal of time and effort, raise some of the most complex problems of assessing 

•truth' and '�th' in the whole paranormal field; the stories eo often seem 

impossible, yet are no often both subjecthely credible, and possessed of a0111e 

element of independent evidence. Here Hichael, who also wrote and compiled 

the excellent 'Poltergeists - an annotated bibliography' (Scarecrow, 1979), 

raises some of the problems of making judr,emente during investigation and, 

perhaps, hintA at why science is only a part of what makes for effective 

decision-making in assessing anomalous experience, wherever it occurs. 

The MILNE Position by Michael Goss 
A Rctrosrect nf the Yorkshire Ripper Trial. 

J·�r. Justice Boreham: It sounds as if you are saying that you are very 
much dependent upon what you are told and rather 
as we in these courts, you have to teat ita accuracy. 

Dr. Hugo Mil ne: That is correct, and very often you haYe to do this 
on the balance of probability. 

The above dialo�ue took place on Tuesday 12 Hay 1981 in No.1 Court of the 
Old Bailey - which io another way of saying it formed part of the prolonged 
debate as to whP.ther Peter Willinm Sutcliffe, the self-confessed 'Yorkshire 
Ripper' was, or was not, a paranoid schizophrenic. The Defence, through 
witne�seA like Dr. Milne, hoped to provide evidence that he was; the Prosecution 
by cross-examination of the same, wnnted to prov� that he was:Dot, and that he 
should therefore be classed as a common, calculating murderer. In essence, part 
of the action WAS devoted to the question of what constitutes eYidence of 
schizophrenia, and it was from this interlude that the above quotation has been 
tRken. Mr. Juatice Boreham and Dr. Hilne were not, definitely not, discussing 
the nature of eYidence in apontaneoUA psi eYente • • •  but you .ay, if you 
choone, decide to examine their words in that context . 

As moat of us who read the papers know, Sutcliffe clai•ed to han heart! 
Yoicea. So did Joan of Arc, and look where it got herJ Perhaps Mr. Sutcliffe 
never heard yoices at all; perhaps he was, as the prosecution urged, merely 
f�i�ning to haYe hnd such experiences in order to aYoid the .ore serious char�e 
hanging oYer his head. 'these Yoicea, first heard (be said) in a ce.atery, were 
important to the Defence, proYiding both evidence of schizophrenia, and setting 
the tone of the percipient 's 'diYine mission' which led hi• to kill at least 13 
women, and injure at least 7 others. 

Few par:apsychologists will, like Dr. Hilne, baYa spent around 13 hours in 
a witnesA box explaining and defending their Yiew that a clearly subjectiYe 
run of experiences belonging to a percipient haYe an their own leYel a Yerid­
ical nature - that those •unreal' things were real to that percipient and that 
therefore they ought tn be accepted M such.  But 1 am not sure that th e  worlds 
of pnrnp�ychology and legal proceedin�s diYerge at this point, at least not 
where the Sutcliffe Voices are concerned. 
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Had he receiYed precognitiYe flashes, or .assageA from the �pnce-People, would 
they haYe been any more credible than the Ya�ue, echoin� jumble of which 
Sutcliffe spoke? 1 think not. Yet numerous people do claim to rAc�ive infor­
aetion of coming eYenta, and are favoured by extra-terrestrial confJrlP.nr.es -
and some of us haYe to eY&luate the Yeracity or them. Ju�t like the psychia­
trists retained in the Sutcliffe case, we are presented with incredible storieR 
and haYe to decide on vl�t level they are Yalid. If we cannot accept that these 
accounts have� Yalue simply because they are no�or an objective kind, 1 feel 
there is little point in the CODtinued i nYolvement of inYestigators in the field 
of spontAneous case studies. 

The actual realit7 of the Sutcliffe Voices was neYer at iaAue durin� the 
Old Bailey proceedinss - at leaat, not directly. It vas assumed, ! priori that 
they were � real, that anrone present in Bingley Cemetery would not h�Ye henrd 
the thinse Sutcliffe heard (or claimed he heard). But tbis doeR not mean they 
were uniMportantJ indeed, the opposite applies. Dr. Hllne tried to show that, 
as indications of what he styled a 'priMary schizophrenic experience' their 
realit7 to the percipient ( Sutcl if'!e ) vas of a type which confirmed him in th� 
pAr ticular course or action which terminated in an Old Bailey appearnnce. The 
Prosecution, tor ita part, needed to throw doubt on their reality: no Yoices -
no diYine mission, leaYing the accused vulnerable to public condemnAtion ae a 
deYioua liar trying to obscure hie far-fr o m-exalted motivations. What both 
sides knew was that there could be no independent Yerificntion of the Binp,ley 
incident, nor of others like it; in short, it wa� all down to the word of Peter 
Willia• Sutcli!fe • • •  who could be seen as either an ordinary liar or as a 
schizophrenicl which, as Dr. Milne stressed that lJing is often symptomatic of 
the illness, threw up a Catch 22 situation. 

When a psychical researcher inter'Yiews a witness who testifies to a 
acarcely-belieYable e xperience for which no independent corroboration exists 
(in the ton� of a second witness, etc.) he is in the Hilne Position. F'or 
example, in early 198o I Met a .an who claimed in all seriousness to have picked 
up a hitch-hiker who Yaniahed from hie car. Now, that can be cl assifiP.d as a 
Phantom Hitch-Hiker account: a Yenerable folk-motif or story told with a vene er 
of truth ('It happened to He') which is actuall y a piece of fiction. Here was a 
person who adamantly insisted it vas not fiction. It mny have resembled the 
classic, non-Yeridical Phantom Hitch�Hiker tale in all bu t a few detnils (for 
example, the Yanishin� passenger omitted to giYe a name and address, which in 
.aat of these hoary old efforts is essential ae a means of the driYer subee­
quently confindng that the Hitch-Hiker vas the spirit of a deceased person ) -
but RF unflinchingly denied that he vas indulgins in folk-fabrication - or lying, 
if you prefer. Worse - I found what he told me quite credible, in parapaycho­
lORical teres. Yet I'd hate to be erose-examined on my findin�a by an Old Bailey 
Court. (Do rou really ask ua to accept, Hr. Goes, that • • • •  •).  

Wha t  could I baYe done t o  make eure I ha d  not wasted time, money, an d  effort 
on another old folk-ghost? I gaYe RF the usual psychical research interrogation, 
getting hi• to go oYer the thing eeYeral times, and mentally lookin� out for 
embellieh�nts, exag�erationa, and contradictions. 1 spoke privately with others 
who had heard his etor.y within hours or days of the alleged eYent haYin� taken 
place1 incidentally, one vas a fairly cautious local journalist, and another a 
Police superintendent. Guess what? !he story he told � mor� or leas matched 
the one he had told me. Lie detectors, hypnotic regression? Anyone who 
continues to belieYe-rn those techni�ueo as foolproof providers of The Truth can ' t 
haYe been reading the recent literature on the subject. I am not sure that even 
Dr. Milne'a faYourite 'balance of probabilities•, to which he referred several 
times during hie court appearance, is of much use in dealing with a Phantom 
Uitch-lliker. 'lhe whole thing is inherently beyond probability • • • •  



It intrigued me to rend how Dr. Milne, A person within a defin�d societal 
niche, w�o mane to suffer becnu�e he could explain schizophrenia only in terms 
of itR symptoms. ln other worda, if a person displays certain ai�s - is 
convinced that when people lnu�h, they are lAughing at him, or when he comes to 
believe that all women are without exception prostitutes - its a fair bet that 
he is a schizophrenic. 1he second Old Bailey psychiatrist worried me by 
declaring that one such si�n is a rapt, fixed stare at some spot on the ceiling, 
as if the watcher could hear a voice inaudible to everyone else. It's a thing 
! do all the time1 Now, we know schizophrenia exists - that it is a recognised 
mental condition. Yet there are theoretical sceptics who oppose psi experiences, 
and Rpontaneous ones in especial, by denying that one can validate an abstract 
entity by reference to its symptoms. It seems that there are some mental exper­
ienceR, then, where it is not permissible to argue that the observations of the 
witness are criteria upon Which we can base our belief. 

Schizophrenia may exist, but you can't touch it. Nor can you produce 'hard' 
evidence of another person's dream, his ghost-seeing experience, or his cl08e 
encounter with an extra-terrestrial. The 'balance of probabilities' favours the 
first, apparently, but not the second, third, or fourth. This is why I would 
not like to be called as a witness to a spontaneous psi case before an Old 
Bailey court - should such a preposterous situation ever arise; the experience 
would be ruled inadmissible before the oath was taken. In the final analysis, 
we can believe in schizophrenia because we know it exists, but we csn't believe 
in dreams, ghosts or C�'s on the same kind of argument. At least, we're told 
we can ' t • • •  

Desperately churning through the 'Oxford Book of Quotations' for a snappy 
end to this curiously-disjointed article, I came upon the following: 

Between the idea 
J\nri the reality 
Between the motion 
And the act 
Falls the Shadow. 

\•ihether or not Peter Sutcliffe actually heard those voices, I somehow feel that 
T.S. �liot's lines have a peculiar relevance both to the Yorkshire Hipper's 
mental stnt� and to psi experiences. Without plumbing the depths of what they 
meAn, it could be said that between the 'reality' of the mental event 
(schizophrenic hallucination, a ghost-seeing experience) and the force which 
motiv�tes it (schizophrenia itself, PGYCldc activation) lies a great Shadow: 
the shadow of doubt on the part of the p3ychiatrist or parapsychologist over 
whn t if AnY portion of the witness's story can be believed. '!'his is not the 
happy, snappy conclusion I hoped to come up with, but perhaps it's a fitting 
one: after all, a psychiatrist or parapsycholor,ist confronted by the problem 
of what is real is never likely to find their studies terminating in a happy, 
Anappy, concl usion. 

As a small footnote to the above article, it was interesting to find 
that the Bible Training lnRtitute, 731, Gt. Western Rd. GlAsgow, has 
clearly discovered some methori of assessing the nRture and verRcity 
of inner experience. 'their advert in 'Crusade' magazine states; -

'Only candidateR who have a personal experience of Christ as their 
.Saviour and Lord and accept the Bible as the authoritative Word of 
God are con�idered for entry. British Applicants are normally 
required to have at least one '0 ' level certificate.• 

4 .  

A Research Suggestion 

Imagine if, every Sunday evening and ��ybe once or twice durinv, the week, 
too, you could �o Rnd watch, even talk to, someone who believes that they can 
communicate with extra-terrestrial intellir.ences, and can produce some aort 
of eTidence to support that belief. Sometimes, they would see entities round 
the chair where they sit. They would hear the entities speak, would talk and 
laugh with them. Sometimea, they would see entities standing near other people 
who were present, and would pass on messages from the entities. On occasion, 
they would claim that the entities wished to speak through them, and there 
would then be a marked change in the Yoice of the person making the contnct, 
and in their turn of phrase. At such times, obaerYations and advice from 
intell igences said to be independent of the person speaking would often be 
passed on to the others present. 

Such an opportunity is, of course, aTailable, in Spiritualist Churches, 
hundreds of them, all oYer the countr,yl it never ceases to ama7.e me how few of 
us involved in paranormal research and inTestigation have spent any time in 
obserYing clairToyants and psychics workin� in such circumstances, when we 
would travel hundreds of miles to interTiew a CE4 UFO witness, or to see a 
recurrent apparition. 

Spiritualism is, in eTery w�y, a 'contactee' reli�ion and though it assumes 
generally that the contacts are with the surTiving 'spirits' of those who have 
lived and died on this earth, what actually occurs, and is said to occur, is 
open to a wide variety of interpretations. The claimed and apparent phenomena 
recurrent in Spiritualism include ESP, healing, reincarnation, aura readinp;, 
automatic writing, clairvoyance, clairaudience, trance experience, speaking in 
tongues and, much more rarely, direct Toice (speech generAlly audible and not 
emitting from the medium) and physical (ectoplasmic) phenomena. Beyond this, 
the archetypal figures interpreted as 'spirit guides' often bear a close, even 
uncanny resemblance to reports of UFO entities. 

The scope for investigation is endless, though it must be remembered that 
anything that occurs, occurs in the context of someone's faith, and I would 
think that experience with peychics, or pseudo-psychics in this context would 
be an excellent basis for more outlandish, less well-defined investigations. 

Naturally, Spiritualistic phenomena have been investigated before, often 
stringently, aggressively, even destructively. But never, so far as I am aware 
has it been opened up to the sort of approach that many of us have developed in 
dealing with anomalous, often disturbing human experience; the sort of approach 
that has led to the formulation of the code of ethics featured in this issue. 
Clearly, our methods must be adapted, and great concern shown. Nonetheless, I 
think that the phenomena are well worthy of investigation, and that this is an 
area in which we ought, because of what apparently occurs, to become involved. 

I would like to suggest that we treat this as a research project, and I 
will try to prepare some background matedal for anyone who would like to be 
involyed (and who sends 30p in stamps to cover copying and postage!). Perhaps 
anyone interested would like to try one or two services and demonstrations, and 
then write in with their comments and ideas for investigation. We will publish 
a progress report in CG3, and perhaps, eventually, publish our results in 
booklet form. As research projects go 1 think it should be a fascinating, 
albeit clandestine and anonymous, experiment • 

ttttttttttttttttttttttt++t+++tttttt+ 



LETTERS 
While we will alwAys be very hnppy to receive letters, we hope they will not 

all be aR long as that received from Paul Dcvereux, author, and editor of 

'The l.ey Hunter' in reeponae to a number of pieces in CG 1l However, we did 

feel that the content warranted publication in full, and that we should make 

the effort to find space. Then we decided that we ought, in turn, to give 

Jenny RandleB and Hilary Evana the right or reply. We asked the• if ther 

wanted to - ther did • • 

F'rom Paul Devereux. 

I read through the fi�t issue or 'COMROn Ground' avidly. I expected 
r�veb tionA end I �ot them - but not the sort I'd been expecting. Raving 
just compteten writing a book about UFO's for Turnstone (UFO•s and Earth 
�nergies, due �utumn or �prin�) I have become pretty aware-or-t�di11erences 
in appro ach to the enh;ma taken by different researcherA. I had thought the 
new breed of researcher3 such as Jenny Randles and Hilary Evans were bringin� 
new clarity of thoup;ht and common AP.nse to the whole subject. I learn !r011 
their writings in CG lhat I was part ially wrong in as suming this. I fear that 
the pendulum swing �way from the ravage� of the ETH may be taking ue into 
another ni�ht of dogmatism. It looks like a new, balanced, clear approach to 
the UFO problem may ar,ain be sacrificed. 

Take Jc nny'A piece. I agree with her that the close-encounter, repeater­
type �xperience is a different experience to the LITS type of witness percep­
tion. My personal investigations into the Winchester experience assured me 
that we were dealing with a pAychic event r ather than a UFO one. (Incidentally, 
one of the film cr�w 1 worked with on the case cl&imed to have seen Mrs.Bowles 
physicAlly move a wartirobe with her �!lbow in an apparent attempt to reproduce 
polter�eist activity. This may or may not be true, but I suppose there is a 
great pressure on such people to 'come up with the goods'.) Hrs.Bowles• 
teena�e son confirmed that he had witnessed lightball phenomena as a child at 
their former home , and I admit that I completely believe him. On t he other 
hand, I personally came to the conclusion that in this case there had been no 
objective UF'O event, but rather a complex psychic eruption. (Hrs.Bowles 
cer t ainly gi vea the impression of bottling-up m.ach anger or e1110tional energy 
of some sort). Even the pattern of the dominant fellale perceived by Jenny 
doesn't hold. John Day of the 'Aveley Abduction' doesn't strike me as pBssive 
or hen-pecked. I have gone into great detail with John and his wife over their 
experiences, and my own feeling is that here, again, there was probably no 
objective Uli'O event, but an extraordinary out-of-bodr experience. Their exper­
iences were archetypal and John did tell .. that to this dar he cannot be sure 
that the UFO in which he found himself was solid. Moreover, one of their 
children saw their 'astral bodies• depart their physical forms. I aa pretty 
convinced that there was some fora of external, possibly geophyaic&r; trigger 
that set off this remarkable episode. 

· 

I do not necessarily disagree with Jenny's overall attitude to these tJPes 
ot event. Where I think we go wrong is to assume that by studying them we vill 
learn anything more about the nature of UFO•s. I think they are di'i"ferent 
mechan isms entirely , simply drawing on the same image store as that associated 
with UF'01a. I explain this further in my hook. 

6. 

L 
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What really disturberl mE" in Jenny 1 A CG artic l e was her commP.nt �hout the 
amount of time Play fa ir spent with the r�nfield fomil:v compnrefi to the t imn 
Bhe spent with the Oakenholt family. Is it reruly morP. objective not to 
witneRs a phenomenon than to witnens it? Jenny's anower seems to he yen. 
This is the most danp:erous assumption to hRve appeared on thP. Uf'U :;cene in 
years - that by not wi tnessing a phenomenon an inves t i�ator is more li.kely to 
be objective. I write as both a UFO witness and researcher. N on-witness 
subjectivity is the sin�le most problematic el emen t in UF'O investigntion and 
evaluation. Yet the asnumption has become deep-seated thnt it hns to be the 
wit ness who is moat prone to subjectivity. (I grow weary of non-witnesses to 
whom I describe my major UFO exper ience telling me what it was I really s�w). 
UFO investiga tors are the most patron ising group or human beings on �Rrth. 

With this basic assumption goes another one ; if two people �re presP.nt nt 
a UFO event and only one of them sees it, it is autom atically assumed th�t lhe 
misperception or whatever has to be attributed to that person. Y et no one 
seems to question the possibility that the other rerson, who fails to see the 
UFO, may be so disturbed by it that mental censorinp; cuts in - a form of re a.l­
time amnesia. This effect can be experimentally induced through hypnosis, and 
is called 'negative hallucination•. Let's have a bi t more talk about this 
than the obsession with hallucinations, for a change. 'fhere are not only mis­
perceptions - there are mlssed perceptions, too. Too ma.ny easy, fundamental, 
are being unconsciously made at the present time, and it worr ies me. I still 
do not see objectivity re aring its head. What we are gettin� now is something 
far more dangerous than th e ludicrous �fl{; we have a genre of subjectivity 
masq uerading as objectivity. It will take us a long way from UFO's. 

This can be seen in Jenny's last p�ragraph where she urp;es that 'experi­
mental paranormal ufology' be carried out rather than the catnloguing of LI'r:..i 
or, as she has the nerve to state, 'devising airey-fairey theories' (aren't 
we all guilty of that?) I t hough t it was only butch to be an ETd adherent; now, 
apparently, one has to be into paranormal ufology to avoid beinp; airey-fairey! 

The assumption that studying contactees etc. is go ing to throw lip;ht on 
genuine UFO ev ents is in � view a dangerous one. I think they arc different 
anima le. 'But' , say the New Iconoclasts, 'what is a r,enuine UF'O event? ' 
Well, I'll tell them: ita the experience they'venever had. Actually, it's 
worse than that - it's the experience they don't want to have. lt is less 
easy to be patronising to oneself. 

----- ----

Of course, the circul ar argument will go round and round, as is the way 
with circles. The New Iconoclasts will say, 'Yes, but what is real ity?' and 
so on until they disappear up their collective navel - if no�some other 
aperture. I've popped my pills and have been to Godhead and back; I've seen 
the mental structure we call •reality' dissolve into vaster se.'JS of creation. 
'Reality' is a relative term. Relative to perceived reality, the core UFO 
event is as real as your local pub, or the jumbo jet that just roared ovP.rhead. 
It is no more real, nor is it any less real, than that. It is � a media 
event, a psychic conflagration or a psychological construct or imprint (which 
is not to nay that many U}'O accounts in the literature may not be). There is 
plenty of investigation of UF01s to be done yet before it will be valid to 
question the parameters of conaenRus reality in order to explain UFO's and 
UFO reports. 

I'm as convinced as any New Iconoclast that 'abductions', MIB'"' and so on 
are part of the psychological ambience that has been gP.nerated around the fact 
of UFO observations. My th-maki ng is, I fully A�ree , p�rt of hum�n ac t iv ity . 
But I'm not terr ibly concerned with such ambient muterial, as intere�tin� as 
it may or may not be in its own ri�ht - it does not add to our understanding 
of the core Ulo'O event. It merely tells us of c:ollective human reApon�es to a 



situation in our midst that we cannot understand. OutriF;ht disbelief and 
dismissal of the core UFO event in part of this psychological ambience as well. 

I'm fearful that the Now Iconoclasm, by going off at a tangent on the trail 
of an effect rather than a cause, will end up concluding that there is no core 
UFO phenomenon, and thnt, quite simply, will be a mistake. And Ufology will be 
burdP.ned with yet another l'!ubjective packttgo. Nor does Hilary get ue much 
further; hie 'expose' of the Dyfed wave is a non-event by a non-witness. He 
s�ys that his inveatiF;ations astoninhed him in a quite different way than he 
had anticipated. Do you know'] - I don't believe him. I think he sensed the 
iconoclastic zeal coursing through hie veins as soon as he turned his face 
towards Dyfed. 

And what did he uncover? Basically, the dubious literary practices of two 
pulp paperbnck writers; I didn't need Hilary's expedition to warn me of them. 
Oh, and HilAry didn't like the cover picture of 'The Uninvited'. Oh yes, and 
Hilary thinks that if you go looking for something, and you find it, then that 
is open to suspicion. (Presumably it is not suspicious if you don't find what 
you go looking for.) He'd rather rely on luck. And he didn't much like the 
schoolteacher waxing lyrical after having had a peak experience (Hilary wouldn't 
get on with me then : I went into intellectual shock for weeks after my Ravens­
bourne experience.) But we all know how stiff-upper-lip and objective Hilary 
would be, don't we- Or am I being nearly as patronising as he? 

I was delh:hted th:J.t Hilary found the MIB rumour in Dyfed to be a load of 
old cobblers, if only because my own suggestions as to the nature of UFO's in 
my forthcominF; book predict that all such reports do not directly relate to the 
core UFO phenomenon • • • they are-part of the ambient psychology I readily 
ae;ree do<>s surround the subject of UF'O's. Such extraneous material is fanned 
by myth-makinr, writings. Has Hil�ry never been guilty of writing on such topics 
nnd Rdding hin bit to the myth-machine? Interestingly, Hilary has less on which 
to specificRlly criticise Pugh and the late F.W. Holiday. But then, they're not 
p11l p paperback writers, are they? (Not that I • m saying that the authors of 
'Uyfed �igma' are above criticism - but who is?}. 

Hilary has done a fair job of exposing the pulp writers but has left the 
Dyfed wave unscathed. Hie work is only of corrective value, to those who uned 
tho�e writern AS sources. As for Pugh; were the incidents he recorded origin­
ally reported or not? Hilary never quite gets round to telling us. I do share 
Hilary's displeasure, as a purist, in seeing jumped-up, ripped-off accounts of 
events, and downright misinformation getting out to a large audience of the 
general public. We suffer tha.t sort of thing in Earth Mysteries, too. 
Ironically, the more zappy and crude such stuff is, the greater ita commercial 
success see�� to be. 

I think it might be a good idea to remove the Ripperaton aightings fro• 
the Dyfed d�ta alto�ether, because if the line of my argument is correct, much 
if not all that went on there is nothing to do witi1 genuine UFO phenomena. It 
is interesting that when geologist Paul McCartney and I plotted the most 
explicitly located reported UFO events in the Dyfed wave against those areas 
of the peninsula for which there was detailed geological information, Ripper­
ston Farm was the worst match to geological faults of any of theml We will 
scurry back to our material if we're in time, and delete the Hipperaton dot 
with acknowledgement to Hilary and eo. 

An unexplained atmospheric phenomenon earthing itself on fault-ridden 
Stack Rocks is inter preted by some as n UFO returning to an underground base; 
by Hilary as a dubious perception affected by the setting sun. (Was the sun 
visibly setting when the alleged incident occurred? Was it setting behind the 
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rocks from the vantRge-point of the witness? Jlilnry doe!ln' t S�'�Y• In any l!lls'!, 
even if the rocks were in shadow, how would this affect the perception of an 
at.aepheric phenomenon ha.ing in on the location?) I think both extremes are 
likely to be wrong. They nre not the only alternative explanations availnble. 
Hilary is, in foct profoundly guilty of polarising the interpretation of UFO data. 
It is not necessarily an •either/or' situation ae he presents it. People can Rnd 
do aisinterpret What they see on occasion - hut that doesn't mean that what� 
have misinterpreted is automatically a known phenomenon. 

As for Rose Granville'a experience related to Stack Hock� • • • well. Who 
knows? Was she using binoculars? Hilary doesn't s�y. In any case, 5 km�. � 
sound further than 3 miles doesn't it? If the figures were brightly cbd a� 
they claimed to be, then they probably would have beP.n visible to the unaided 
eye over an unobstructed view of such a distance. As for the flash over the rocks 
yea (yawn) it could have been a Brawdy aircraft turninF;. But in my experience 

local people are quick to notice unusual occurrences to thos� habitu�lly happeninP, 
in their environment. In 1969, � wife and I together with two friP-nd� saw brill­
iant white lights over our then home in N.London. ��ese skies are where aircraft 

•stack' while awaiting landing at Heathrow. We were used to those: these li�hts 
were different. The next day the 'Evening News' and 'F:venin@; StandR.rd ' carried 
reports of 118Jly witnesses seeing white and multi-coloured lights over N.J,ondon nnd 
parts of the Home Counties. 'rliere had been an unusual event, and it hari� 't been 
triggered by the media. I'm sorry to emphasise that, especially as th e New Icon­

oclasts seem to need to believe UFO's and wAve zones are media events. In nny 
event a flash is a flash - it will catch the eye. If the flash � a turning 
aircr�ft , well • • • • Hilary might be quite correct in his suspicions, but 

there is nothing in hie published account to support him. 

finally, Kevin poses the question: 'Is there no case, event, or perception 
to which the •paranormal' or 'unidentified' labels would, eventually bel ong, given 
sufficiently exhauntive investigation?' Well, I think there probably isn' � ,

.
given 

the depths of non-witness aupjectivity. But who will vouch for the object1v1ty of 
such investigations? And what a terrible waste of human effort, when there rP.ally 
are inexplicable phenomena sharing this planet with usl I recall the LR.kenheath 
case being 'debunked' • • •  yet the investigators omitted to question one of the 
key figures - the rndar operator. Its a seductively easier p�aeti�e than trying 
to find an answer to the enigma. The New Iconoclasts shouldn t th1nk themselves 
so clever as to be able to ignore the old ndage 'There's no smoke without fire!' 

Beware the Protestant Puritanical Pur�e Syndrome (you can suffer from the 
PPPS even if you're not a Protestant - or even a ChristianS It's part of our 
cultural lllltrix.) We see it in econolllic matters in this country at present; 
purging will somehow do us good, no .atter how damaging it might be. As in the 
economic variant of this recurring psychological motif, however, its appearance 

is usually a result of mental bankruptcy. In Ufolo�y there are plenty of new 
ideas to be forged (and who is to say that some of these ide�s mny not be the 
correct ones?) and new ways of looking at the de ta. ·r� ere is still much more to 
be learned from what is already to hand. Tpe fact that the New IconoclastA 
haven't two positive ideas to rub together doesn't give them license to announce 
that it is the end of the road for inveati�ation of a core phenomenon and thst 
the answer to the enigma must lie in the phenomenology of the reportage of UFO 
events. Some of us are still thinking. 

Both Jenny and Kevin write in dark tones in Northern lJfoloF;y no.83 of the 
Dyfed wave being •exploded' as a ·�th' and being put under 'grave e�qpicion' by 
Hilary. Yet Hilary's material as so far published does no such thin�l �enny 
and Kevin are also myth-making. To the careless reader, thP. Dyfed �ave 1s now 
disproved. Ahh • • •  we haven't got down to objectivity yet, my fr1P.nds . 

Nevertheless the New I conoclasts are sweeping awrey the old cobwebs. �'hat 
needs doing to a iarge extent. But I hope they'll keP.p in mind AnothP.r proverb; 
'Jf you wish to live and thrive, let the spider stay alivel ' 



From IIUery i'.:vRns . 

I do not know what makes Paul Devereux think he bee the righ t  to go about 
pinning labels on peopl e .  But he should be careful about it for , by so doing , 
he is liable to call his own judgement and motivation& into question. 

His categorising of Jenny Randles and myself as ' the New IconoclaAts • 
would be t oo absurd to warrant a rebuttal , were it not that a more serious 
issue is involved , one that is typified by this dangerous tendency to put 
peopl e into pigeonholes - ' he ' s  a nuts-and-bolts man ' , ' she ' s  a New Ufologist ' 
and so on . Let \L"i take ( and who else can I speak for? ) my own position .  I am 
by inclination a ' nuts-and-bolts man ' , in that I would like to find solid 
evidence for the physical reality of the UFO phenomenon ; I firmly believe that 
in due course we shall find an explanation for it  which can be couched in 
scientific terms . But at the same time , I believe no l ess firmly that science 
will have to ex tend i ts bounds to accomodate the UFO phenomenon. For ,  like 
many other anomalous phenomena studied by psychical reAearchers , ley hunters , 
Forteans , and th eir kind , the UFO phenomenon presents features wh ich de fy the 
currently available scien tific information bank. Consequently ,  I look to all 
available sources of information - mythology , psychology , parapsychology , 
sociology , the l i terBture of mysticism - in short anywhere , however unlikely,  
that helpful clues may be found . (I  do not even rule out a possibility of a 
connection between l ey lines and UFO ' s . ) I dare say this atti tude could 
qualify me for admission , should I seek i t ,  to the ' New urologists ' club .  

But how , I wonder , d o  I q uali fy for this new label that Paul Devereux has 
c reated? Because I am not so gullible as to accept all the evidence that ' s  
set b e fore me , without giving i t  a second l ook'l That makes me an iconoclast? 

Expressed thus , the charge is plainly ridiculous ; so one is forced to ask , 
what makes an intelligent and perceptive student of anomalous phenomena react 
in this curious way '? I don ' t  pretend to have an answer to that question , 
b ecause I don ' t know Paul Devereux well enough . But frankly, I am both 
surprised and sorry that he has responded in this_ way, not so much because he 
calls my judgemen t into q uestion but because it displ ays a dismaying lack of 
judgement in himsel f , someone we had all been inclined to respect as writer, 
edi tor , and inves tigator . 

AR an editor , he must know that a few pages in ' Common Ground ' are totally 
inadequate for det�i led findi�s in so complex an af fair as the West Wales 
sigh tings . My articl e  was clearly not intended as an investigation repor t ,  
b u t  a s  a demonstration o f  th e multifarious pitfalls awaiting the investigator 
o f  a compl ex event . 'rhat such a demonstration is needed by the general reader , 
if not by the likes of �aul Devereux ( who big-headedly writes ' I  didn ' t  need 
H ilary ' s  expedition to tell me that • , as thou�h my article was in tended for 
his eyes alone ) ,  is il lustra ted by the fact that a certain paranormal research 
group was just about to undertake i ts own re-evaluation of the 1 977 events ,  
unaware th8t the published accounts represent anything but solid fac t .  As for 
dismissing my investip,ation a� a • non-event by a non-witness ' ;  this is to 
attack !!! investigation by anyone of anything they were not personally 
involved in ; which is absurd. 

I shall not attempt to refute such suggestions as that I travelled to Wales 
' sensing the iconoclastic zeal coursing through my veins ' ,  and other childish 
remarks . But I will close by demonstrating the silliness of his remark that 
' the New Iconoclasts shouldn ' t  think themselves so clever as to feel able to 
ip:nore the old adage , ' there 1 s no smoke "Ji thout f i re ' .  He can hardly have f ailed 
to reAd the cl osing sentences of my a rticl e ; they read , ' 1  think ( Pauline Hewis on ) 
may have had a genuine experienc e .  It  j s  a pity that i t should have been buried 
b enea th 3uch an aval �nche of fic tion , fantasy , and fa ls ehood . ' l a  that the 
voice of I c onocl ar.m':' If so , I need a new dictionary . 
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From J enny Handles . 

1 suf fe red a curi ous con fl ict of emotions when I rP.an Pa ul o� vereux ' s 
le tter to the edi tor . In one sense I felt plens�d th� t CG had a c h j eved one of 
i ts obj ec tives , and predicted a cut -and- thrus t ,  to the poin t debnte . Nothin� 
a t  al l wron� with that . Indeed , there is far too l i t t l e  o f  it, and this four 
way literary argument can perhaps be of much bene f i t . However ,  i t  is more thRn 
a little odd that Paul draws th e c onclus ions he doen on the e videnc e the t we 
presented . He seems to be displaying ma rvell ous intui tion , but , sadly,  not for 

the truth . 

Since Hilary has responded to the charges a�ains t hims el f , I wi l l  con f ine 
myself only to those l eve lled at me , merely noting tha t llilar:v ' s  rr. port is 
terribly importan t .  Of course he has not proven �11 of ufolop;y to be � my th 
( or even all of the Dyfed material ) but he has shown up the immense probl �ms wP. 
all face when handling something as complex as a set of str��e ph P.no�ena . H ow 
can one afford to ignore human nature , psychol ogy , and n oc i ol o�y : All Hilary 
is gui lty of is not ignorine them1 I doubt he finds that cause for a polo� . 

As for myself , it was odd reading what Paul had to s�y bec ause I found 
myself agreeing with most of his points , b e fore c omi nf, back to the rec o�ni tion 
that he was making them because he claimed I argued in opposi tion ! I feel l ike 
someone with amnesiaWho has just been told they are supposed to be playin� for 
the other team. Never have I argued that there is no ph ysi cal reality behino 
the UFO enigma. I have argued, prec isely like Pa ul ,  tha t we have b oth a phys i ­
call y real UFO enigma , and a separate sub j e c tive phenomenon ( as ev idenced by 
the contac ts ) . I made this point very clearly at a lec ture in Rirmin�ham in 
October 1 98o .  Paul was there so I amazed he seems to bel ieve I think otherwi se . 

Whether these two phenomena are dj s tinc t , or �re rela ted ( e . � .  in the sense 
of a natural phenomenon precipitating the sub j ec t ive c on tac ts ) I do not know . 

Paul argues plausibly for the lat ter , and I have sai d more than my fai r sh �re on 
the topic , so l do not feel a need to defend myself on th�t score . �emarkably , 
Paul and I seem to share very similar views . On this poin t J would urp;e Pa'ul to 
read ' Alien Contact ' when it is publ ished in Se pt emb er , be fore he j udges me too 
harshly .  He will see th ere , in more dep th than b e fore , my o pini on on th e 
contac tee phenomenon . I suspect he will not disagree wi th too much . 

The point over which Paul seems to take mos t issue is the l imi ted time P� ul 
( Whe tnall ) and I spen t  with the Sunderland fami l y ,  as compared to thnt which Guy 
Playfair devoted to ' living in '  at Enfield , and my suggest ion thnt my cou rse of 
ac tion was preferable . This is a complicated q ue s tion , and I tal k more of it in 
the ' e thi cal factors ' piece to which I re ferre d .  Brie fly , an inves tig� tor is 
meant to be an ob jective reporter .  I have l earned from personal expe ri enc e ,  and 

from seeing the di f ficul ties of others , that th e bPst way of G eemin� impartial is 
not to get over-involve d .  I contend t ha t  Paul and I did � n  adeq ua t e  j ob a t 

Oakenhol t ,  but we stepped back from the urge to see U �O ' s ,  l i�h ts , psychic phen­

omena etc . ourselves . Others did not do this . Several inves t i r,ators c ond uc ted 

experimen ts and spent a lot more time wi th the famil y .  Th ey d id th 1 s wi th our 
backing and cooperation . Th ey participated in a few minor events , whi ch are 

re ferred to in our book .  The poin t is , to an outside r ,  how val id is thei r 

' evidence ' ?  And had we spent so much t ime the re that we became very close 

fri ends of the family ( obviously we could n o t  h e l p  becoming f rienrl;, ) then we 

would have been qui te unable to se parate ourselves from their experienc es , or 
record them dispassionatel y .  Naturally , Paul is righ t .  'fu ere is a sense in 
which it is more ob j ec tive to expe rienc e than not to experienc e .  But he mur. t 

recognise�hat there is a sense in wh ich th e rever� e  is t rue . 
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I believe our choice Wl'is correct in the c i.rcumstances in which we found 
ourse] ves , but 1 would not be foolish enou� to insist that such an approach 
shoul d a pply uni ver�nlly . l f  Paul seriously thinks I did not wan t to see , 
because 1 did not w� t to beli@ve , he is sadly in error. I can only re fer him 
to the report in ' UFO • a :  a British Viewpoint ' on the firs t  hand experiences of 
Peter Warrington end my�elf with a contactee call ed Gary . In that case the 
alternative approach was applie d ,  but very few will accept our testimony as 
detached and impersonal . I t ' e a frying pan and fire situation , I ' m afraid , 
but I do honestly feel that spending day after day with witnesses to an alleged 
eet of paranornaal experiences can be more damaging to objectivity than it can 
be produc U.ve . 

Again , 'British Viewpoint '  clearly calls for etudies of non-witnesses .  We 
talked of the Cairo Hill , Oldhnm, encounter where one security guard ( and a 
cat S ) expe rienced a close encounter but his colleague , nearby , saw nothing. 
ThP.n we sug�ested ( wi th re ference to other cases ) that perhaps it was the non­
wi tness whose perceptions were blinkere d ,  rather than the way round most 
people mi gh t presume . l ndee d ,  this ' selection ' fac tor by the phenomenon is , 
to my mind , one of the most intriguing and provocative . Time after time we 
find witnesses desc ribing things such as ' the area went very quiet ' or ' all 
the tra f fic just stopped ' .  We refer to this often in ' British Viewpoint ' ,  and 
discuss i ts implications . It is highly significant that this tends to occur 
in conn ec tion wi th cl ose encounters in areas where there are other sensory 
s timuli ( which are thus short-circuited ) and where an incredibly prominent 
phenomenon manifests itself but is not seen by those who do not enter what we 
called in the book the ' sphere of influence ' of the UFO event.  

This might be a n  ' airey-fairey theory ' ,  b y  the way. In ' UFO Study ' I 
explain my at ti tudP. to theorising as opposed to experimenting . Of course we 
need to c reate theories , and of course we all do i t .  But what use i s  a th eory 
nobody can tes t ? I f  l generate the theory that UF'O ' s  are alien bioplasmic 
devices grown by the metal-eatinR creatures of a pl ane t encircling the star 
E.:psilon Bridani , how the hell does one e i ther prove or disprove it? Y et to 
postulate l as Paul seems to) ear th energies triggering something akin to hal l ­
uc inations , is a theory which can be tested . That is not to say that UFO ' s  
will not turn out after al l  to-come from Epsilon Eridani , hut a t  least we can 
try to examine tes table hypotheses firs t .  That is where U fology has gone so 
sadly wrong in the pas t , and I refuse to wi thdraw what I consider a perfec tly 
reasonable sug�es tion. We do need less theorising and more experimentation , 
be we scientifically minded or not . As for Paul ' s  insulting comment that 
' the New Iconoclasts haven ' t  two poAitive i deas to rub together ' , I simply 
refer him to my own books where I mysel f have more than two ( that is without 
reference to the positive ideas of any other iconoclas t ) . 

Finally ,  I looked up in my di ctionary what ' iconoclas t '  means . I t  
( Chambers ) says , "One who assail s old cherished errors and superstitions" .  
All I can say i s  that if that i s  a n  insul t ,  who nee ds compliments? Any 
serious researcher who ,  by thin definition , is not an iconoclas t ,  should never 
h·ave become a resP.archer . 

Edi tor ' s note . 
I wouldn ' t  exac tly say that this correspondence is closed , but 
a�y fur ther con tributions to it will have to be jolly good to 
have much c hance of appearing , and I won ' t  guaran tee that we 
will be able to publish them in full . 'l'hanks. 
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.JOURNAL UPDATE AND NEVVS 

In CG1 we publ ished a lengthy list of addresnen, priccc., nnd d e tai l s  o f  

journals , magazines, and newsle tters that w e  felt to be pertinen t to our 

readers ' range of interes ts . We don ' t h:Jtve the sp:Jce to publish the full ltst  
each ieaue , but we will t ry  and amend it each issue t o  kee p i t curren t ,  and t o  

introduce an y  new publications , or ca tch up wi th ones we have mis�ed . Pleas�> 
in fo rm us if there is anyth ing you feel should appear here . 

FORT��N TIMr� ( ed .  Bob Rickard ) has changed i ts address to ; -

BM - li'ortean Times , London , WC1 N  3XX.  Snappy , irm ' t it? 

Frontiers of Science ask me to streas that th ey nre not ' commercial ' !  

· ---- · 
NEW LISTINGS . 

INFO J ournal . J ournal of the Internn t ional :r·ortean Urg:mi:.;a ti on . Bi -monthl y , 

mainly J.o'ortean material , with qual i ty conten t and produc �i on •
. 

r..nqui rc re . _  t�e 
current sub . to ; IN!t'O , 7317 , Baltimore Avenue , Colleee Fark , t<ID 207 4o .  U . ... . H .  

Full �loon . A charming , th orough , and well -produc ed F'ortean/anomaly orien ted 
journal from , but not always about , Hawaii . Well worth � .

loo� . Enqu i :i es to ; 

Jncob A . David�on, 1 981 -B ,  St .Louis Drive , Hon ol ulu, Hawa�l. 9681 6 ,  U . s . ,. .  

'<uicksilver Hes:senzer .  A good , quarterly lnrp:e-f?rmat m.':lgaz i ne ,. publi shed in 
��ussex , and having the flavour of th;:� t area , partl.cul.arl :; with I'Alrth Hysteries 

material , much of which seems to be enti rPl y ori�inal . £3 . 20p a year from 
Ghris Ash ton , 26a, Wilbury Avenue , Hove , Su.sc:;ex. 

llel i oe News . J ournal of the Institute for io/hol el i f e anti .r:::d rn terre::;trial 

Jtudif)s . Philosophy and advice from extraterre�trial � ,  and rel ate� m:1terial 
on healing, medi tntion e t c .  Pub . 3 times yearly , at 3 5 p .  a

. 
copy ( �  .. 1 pa : )  from 

Lynne Halsall , 8, The Ridgeway , Northop Hall , Clwyd ,  North ,·/ales , Cti7 6J H. 

s . P. H. New�letter.  A new an d  additional benefit of SPR membe rsh i r , puhl i �hed 

3 times a y('m r .  Approachable , informative ,  nicely edited by .Sue Blnckmore. 
.Sent out with the LiPR Journal ( see CG1 ) .  

Azoth . 'l'he Mattazine of the Concord. �lua,..terl y . HRgical experienc e ,  mys tical 

experience ,  al chemy , and q ui te a bit 1 don ' t  understan d .  50p a copy from , 

Michael Magee , 42 , Hay Lane ,  Kingsbury , London , fh/9 OllD . 

'!'he 5kP.ptical Inr'!uirer .  �uarterly . Journal o f  the Commi t tee f o r  t h e  .Sci enti fi c 

Inve�tir,ation of Clnims of the Paranormal . l nvo] ved with it are nnmes ns w?l l ­

known a s  Philip Klass , James Randi , Eric Dinr.wnll , James Oberr: R rt d  l Rnnc Am. mov , 

and its work is thorou�h , impressive , and clearly well-funded . lf only i t were 

not so joyless and cynical , it woul d be eaRi er to read and to accept , but i ts 
work must be seriously conside red and ,  if posnible , int elligen tly re futed . 
*15 a yertr from 3keptical Inquirer , Box 229, Central Park � tntion ,  Buf fal o ,  

N . Y .  1 42 1 5 ,  U . S . A. 

'I'wo World� . ' A  monthly m.vn�ine featurinr: i..ipiri tu�lism and the ;;u�rn�rmal ' • 

From the puhlisherR of ' Psychic flews • .  Sel d om ob j ec tl v� or tro�hled w� th
,.,

p:oo f ,  

bu t re� n rly cover:; area� o f  in te rest such H S  merl!umsh1n, ourv1V'l.� ·
�

nnrl . .:;,A� 

l'aha . �:; . f.up . a .  from '.l'wo rlorl ds , 2j,  Great ��ueen .,tre c t , London , �"< C2 R  5 KB. 



'l'h� PrP.-1?1;? UFO Bull e tin. l'o:>�iuly th� ahorte[l t journal in the field -
jus t one s hee t of intrip:uing and originA l A4 from the band of Nigel Watson. 
flo price - contact Nip;cl for detail s at , w es t  field Cottage , Crowle Bank Road 
Al thorpe , .::Iouth Humberside , VN 17 3HI.. 

' 

Spiritual Counterfei ts Project Newal etter . An evangel ical orp:tmisation which 
produces inves tigative material of a high s tandard on ' here tic ' cults wi thin 
Christianity ,  and al.Ro on UFO ' s ,  healing , and psi . No actual price is fixed 
f or the newsletter ,  but donations are requested. Man� other publications , too. 
Write to, SCP, P . O . Box 24 1 8 ,  Berkeley, CA 947Ge , U . S . A .  

Meeting the Third Millenium. ' A  Journal for nll those concerned wi th the 
problem:; of todny and tomorrow ' .  Unnnating from Anthroposophy , and the work 
of HudoJ f :; tciner, a nice, friendly , produc tion concerned with Millennia! 
phenomP.na, beliefs , prophe�i es , and comments . Only 50p. an issue from 
Roma Browne , 2 ,  River�ide , Forest Row , Sussex. 

Ple�se continue to i nform us of journnls , pre ferably by sending us copies 
( returnable if you wish ) so that we can abstract from them. We hope , though 
we have rubbed one or two edi tors up the wrong way with our comments , that 
this is a servic e  of value not only to our readers, but also to the journals 
that we list . 

Forthcoming Events . 
There is a J ot more �oi ng on in the U . K .  than just meetings held by BUFOW� 
and the � . i· . H . , but that is ull that seems to be to hand tor this issue . I f  
the in formation about meetings , conferences , et c .  reac hes us o n  time w e  will 
do our best to publish it i n  the relevant issue , wherever in the country the 
event may be taking place and , wi thin reason , whnte•er i t  is about l Anyway , 
for those of you in or near London ( who are pretty well the only ones to gain 
full benefi t from ther;e org<misations anyway ! )  all the following meetings are 
held in the Lec ture Hall of K.ensi�ton Central Library , t;ampden Hill Road, w8. 
BUFOHA mee t ine;s s tart at 7 . 00p . m . , S . P. H. meetingo at 6 . 30p.m. 

BUJr'OHA 5. CJ. 8·1 .  Timothy Good on, ' The New Debunkers • .  He feels that in 
�endeavours to gain ' Scientific Respec tabili ty ' for the subj ec t , there 
is a trend nmonr; many l ea11inr, reaearchers to invoke increasingly Rbstruse 
theories , thereby minimisi� and debunking the si gni ficanc e  of our subj ec t . 

3 . 1 0 . 81 . Stephen Jenkins , author of ' 'l'he Undiscovered Country ' ,  on 
' Some current sci entific viewr. of 'l'ime Travel in the light of the theory and 
prB.c tice of ce rtain 'l'antric Burldhi n ts ' . 

7 . 1 1 . 8 1 . 'l'he Rt . Hon. r�'lrl of Clancarty ( a. k . a .  BrinslP-y Le Poer 
Trench) on ' The UFO Cover-U p ' , and th P. House of Lords UFO Study Group. 

S . l' . H. 10 . ') . 81 . Hauri ce Grosse on ''l'he Pol tergeist Enigma ' - the speake r 
�lies his p€!rsonnl experi ences . 

8 . 1 0 . 61 . Julian lsrtacR , H . A .  on ' The Mini I.ab ' • - A new method for 
inv e s tigatinr, s pon tancou� psychokinesis . 

1 0. 1 1 . 81 . Dan Lloyd ( who i� very much involved with ' Mee ting the 
Third Hill ennium ' , mentioned abov e )  on , ' Psychic Phenomena in the lir,ht of 
An t hroposophy ' .  Hore pa:rticularl y ,  as related to the work of Steiner. 
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Fol l owin� th e c onside rable success o f  the ' ! l al l uc i nA t i onr. mtd I l l u:� i on� ' 

pi ece in CG1 , we are happy to be nbl e to presen t some fac ts an d expl i!nr.J t i cn::; , 

toge ther wi th some research suge;en tion s ,  f rom anothe r area of i n vcr. tir,r! t 1 on 

closely rel a t e d  to our own . The incidence of communi ca t ion throuf,h , or eve11 , 

as in some CF. UF'O cases , in spite o f ,  stranp;e or unknown lanp;uaF,eR or pseudo­

languages is surprisingly f requent , and i tc h i s tori cal oc c urrence hos a much 

s ounder basis than , for instance , any of the ' Bibl i cfll UFO ' interpretationc . 

David Christie-Hurray is perhaps better-qual i fied than al most :my oth e r 

authority in this country to wri te ahout ' ton��:ues ' as they m;�y re l a t e  to the 

pA ranormal . A former distinguished memh e r  of th e :.; . l ' . R . , he i::; now one of th � 

guiding l igh ts behinrl the foundA tion of IIS0,\ F ,  and is also th e a u thor of a h ook 

about ' t ongues ' , ' Voice6 from the Gods ' , ( Routl edr;e & KPp:lln Paul , 1 <)?8 ) and , 

recently , ' Reincarnation ; Ancient Belie fs nnd Modern �vi denc e ' ,  ( Dn v i d  & 
Charles , 1 981 ) ,  both of which are highly recommend ed . 

Glossolalia and Xenolalia 
by David Christie-Murray. 

Glossolal in ( speaking gibberi sh or pseudo-l anp;Unf!e o )  and xenol nl ill 

( paranormal speaking in genuine foreign languar,ps ) a rc phenomena far more 

common than is general ly real i sed . Pseudo-l angua�es i n  th i s  c ont ext 11re not 

the m&lde-up sort tha t children use but a type o f  s pe ech , produc�d und er c on ­

di tions o f  hys t eri � , trance o r  ecs tasy tha t  hns some o f'  the ch11.rac teri s t i c s  o f  

l an�uage and ,  inde�a , sounds intelligible , but i s  charac t erised by fea t ures of 
its own including, among others , a much higher propor t i on of t h e  common sounds 

in the s peaker ' s native tongue , a much lower pe rcentCtr,e of the rare ones , a 

tendency to re petition of syllable s ,  giving a stut te ring e f fec t ,  a super fl ui ty 

of syl lables ending in vowels ,  and a general sAmeness of expression and mono­

tony of tone . 

• • • y 

Experts in l inguistics can usually jud�e wh e th e r  any r,iven s peci men of 
s poken sound i s  a lanp.:uage or a pseud o-l:mp:unge , even i f  th e l anf�U-"lf:,e i s  on P. 
wi th which th ey are unacq uaint ed . There are four mair. d i vi ::;ions und e r  whi ch 
gl oosolalia Rnd xenolalia may be sturli ed . 'I'he fi rs t is medi cal , from the 
languap;e of lunat i c s  to the spontaneous �penk in� i n  tonr,ue s  o f  normal ppop] P 
in th eir own homes. The latter ph enomenon is not unc ommon ; two peo pl e  m�y be 
si tting toge ther , one may ask a que s tion and the other reply - to his ,  or , 
more usually , h e r ,  own s urprise , i n  tongues . Chri sticms , fl Ui P. tl y rr:1yinp; in 
their own h omP.s ( one had the expe r i en c e  ' whil e  opc n i nr; a cnn of be 'lllo. ' )  r:an 
suddenl y find thnmselves talking to God in t ontjUN � ,  t h e  sre cch of ten ac c om­
pani ed by a feel ing o f  rel ease ,  ful fil men t ,  and eu phoria .  l'sychol od s t s ,  
howeve r ,  at tribu te these exampl es of motor a u t omatA to o t h e r  c n m> e s .  



i·lhi.le mo� t o f  tl t e  ravi nr,::; of l un:•r.y rnay lJe dif:mi sne d , th ere are cases on 
re cord of b o lh r,pokcn and wri t t en private l anguaf';es l ogi call y devel oped by th€' 
pa tien t ' : ; mind . For P Xampl e , a pa tien t ,  F' . R. , stud ied by A. Maeder ( La Lanrtue 
d ' un  aliene , annlysc d ' un  cas de gl ossol e.l j e .  Arc hives d e  psych ol ogi e , 1 91 0 )  
ca rrie d o n  l cn�thy conversa t ions i n  a uniq ue l anguage of h i s  own wi th irnnginary 

f riends �nd f oen , and filled many exerciae b ooks wi th apparent n onsens e .  
M:ieder discovered hidden sense beh i nd th e ostensible gibberi sh , a rich vocabu­
lary and a powerful. myth , al thou�h th€' s�rn tax was in fantil e . .F' . R. saw himo el f 
a� a erea t and nobl e m� engaged in an �pie struggle agains t enemies led by 
S:� tan hi mnel f , speaking in a lanf:;U;tp;e which made no ef fort to communicate , b u t  
which suited h i s  fantasy world , in which he needed a pe rsonal aristocra ti c  
tongue whi ch should not be unde rstood by common men .  Tape-recordings migh t 
reveal o ther langua�es inc ubated in the minds of o ther mental patients which 
c o ul il  throw l i gh t  upon th e i r  thou[thl process es . 

There a re also many exampl es in th e l i terature of abnormal psycholop;y of 
pa tients recoveri ng the use of langua�es spoken in their fi rs t f ew years o f  
l i f e ,  but c ompl e tely for�o t ten un t il d eli rium , trance , anaes thesia , c oncussion , 
nprro<chi.ng death or some othe r c rir;is temporarily resurrec t e d  them . Such 
lanv;uages are recove:-ed usually in a non -responsive way , that i s ,  lhe pa t ients 
cannot c onverGe in telliF.ently in them wi th othe r  speakers of the tongue but 
merely reci te chil dhood prayerr. or oth e r  remembered sni ppets . An interes ti ng 
exampl e of ' c ri.::;is ' xen ol al ia is that of my firs t wife , brough t up among 
Hengal i -speakine; .Palds tani s until the flge of sev e n .  When s h e  was in her mid ­
forti e ;:; ,  havinF. c ompl e t el y forgot ten t h e  ll'lnguap;e , s h e  shouted ' Look ou t J ' in 
Benp;n l i  to two l'akis t1'1nis in London who almost walked under a bus . :Jhe 
though t she h:1d sh outed in .Enel ish , not knowing that she had ever even l earned 
the 1-\enp;ali for ' Look out , ' un til th e visi tors expressed surprise at he r 

acquRin tan cc 'l:i lh their tongue . 

r'or�i t":n lanp;uap;es s poken in all ep;ed previous l ives , that emerge durinv, 
!t:;pnot:iC !'"C(5rcm> i on ar13 normall y c ry pt omne:;i c . Responsi ve xenolal ia in such 
a ' l i fe ' wou.l d bP very r,tronr, evidence f or reincarna tion if it could be dPmon­
e> trntPd th 3 t  the sub j P c t  h ad never been exposed t o  the langunge i n  th e presen t 

l i f e .  'l'h ere are one or two cnRes of this , but they a re not s trong , and are 
vul n c rnbl c to the cri ti c:ir.!l's of ncep t i c s .  

'l'he second division i s  anthropol op:iclll . Gl ossolalia and some apparent 
xeno) al in are to b e  found in a very wide rnnp;c of human cul t ures throughout 
the 111 0rld <�nd at d i f ferent Fltar:es of development and , a:> suc h ,  a re a proper 
s tudy of nnthro pologi n t s  all ied wi th experts in li ngui s ti cs . The advent of 
tile tape-rec order lms made i t possibl e now for an th ropol ogis ts t o  take down 
tl 1 e ut teranc es of medicine men and shamans and provi d e  l inf,uisti c special i s ts 

wi th material f or them to analyse at l eiGure . f·1any of the tongues thus spok en , 
clni med to be the l an�uar,es of gods , s pi ri t s ,  anc estors , or totem ani mal s arc 

lll mor.; t certainly p;l oanolali:1 and not l anguages at al l .  But there a rc caf!es 
on rec ord whe re the med i c in P- man has s poken the genuine l angua�e of a trib e 
l iv ing some distanc �  away ( perhaps a trav ell i ng forebear of the shaman viGi led 
the far trib e , l Parned its languar,e and pn::;sed i t  on to desc endantr. as a 

mys tic tonr,ne ) or whe re he ha:::; spoken nn archaic f orm of his own r,peech . 
An exampl e of th e la t ter is the cus tom of th e k i nf,S of 11 Up:anda trihe , each 
one o f  111hom hRd a ' ma n d wCI 1 or medium to re present hi m �1 f t e r  hi R d e a th .  Th e  
' mandwa ' o poke n o t  only i n  obflol e te forms o f  th e Luganda l R n �uar:e u p  t o  three 
cen turi�n old bu t alno m.•ni fes ted th e perflonnl i t i e s  of the dead mnnarc hs , 
transmi t t ed orall y  and mirr.E> ti cal l:1 from 1 mandwa ' to ' mnndwa 1 down the ages . 
��h:unan 1 :� t onguf' : ;  .trl'! not t.o be re�nnieU r •

. 
G neces'>P. ril y gibb l'! ri sh - they may 

wel l be worth rec:ord in17, and s tudyi nr: . 
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Christian tongu£ls arc the third divis i on .  '!'he Bibl:!. r. al s rm r. t i on for 
speakinp; in tont:;UP.A contained i n  the rec ord of th e n po::; t les ' Xf!n olal ia in 
/1 c t s , Ch11pt " r  2, and other inc ici fm ts rec orded in the same boo!� , nnd RUppor leri 
hy ! . t .  Paul ' s  dissertation on the prac tic e as mani fPS tf'd in the wor::oh i r  o f  th(.> 
Church at Cori n th { 1 Cori nthians , Cha pters 1<.;- 1 4 )  h�:; been a u th o ri ty enou1�h 
for some , usu:Uly unorthodox , Ghri::; tians to ind u.L�c in tonf"uer. do·.-:n throvr:h 
the al:!:es. I t  cannot be known how wides preRd i t  was ln apo�tolic dn;:N - th P. 
mos t that can t>e said in that the Corinth ian Church wa s prob:1bl ;v not unique 
in i ts use o f  tongues - but by the enrl of th e second century A . U .  i t .,,a:.1 
frowneil upon by th e orth odox . W i th  other psychic Abiliti es i t  wn:; n•p;n rrle<l by 
the Hi tulne Romnnum ( :Ibout 1000 A . D . ) ar. a sip;n of devil possP�-: ion , un) Fm s  
the sa intl inessor-the speRker jus ti fied the s peech . S t .  l 'achomiu: ;  ( ?· 11 )-l:Q',' ) , 
for exampl e ,  and St . Hilde�mrd ( 1 098-1 1 7Y )  both � poke mystic lanr,unven wri t t en 

in uniq ue alphHhe ts , a phenomenon l a ter re pe� ted by some �pi r i t ual i � tr. .  
.Spec imens o f  S t .  l !il degard ' s  lanp;uage were pre serv e d  nnd 'lntll;ysr:.>d l.'l tr:-r n :=;  n 
jumble of German, La tin , and misunriPrstood Hehre w .  The p:enerul vie·11 o f the 
Western Church at l eas t ,  bo th Cathol ic and Pro tc:; tan t ,  wns tha t  Lhe gi f t  of 
tongues was given temporarily to the early Ghurch to enabl e it to �vanr.e l i s e  
swi f tly an d  e fficien tly , but that n o w  the Holy Spiri t u..sed di f fe re n t  me th od;, .  
I n  this respec t , th e a�e o f  miracl es � pas t . Certain Chri s t i an s � c t G  �nd 

part i es , however, such as th e Camisords and Jan:�eni s ts in Rcven t E> � n th to 
eigh t-een th-century r'rance , some ' U\ thu:; iasts ' and , l a ter , I rvingi. te!; in 
Bri tRin , and the Shakers and early Norman� in fl mE<rica, all used varie t i e.:=> o f  
tongue -s peak i ng . Th e  prRc tice was wi den-rre ::� c.i  i n  some o th e r  :1 me ri cnn commtm ­
i ties , and i t war-; there that mode rn Pen t e c os talism wAs born , wi th i t,.; emplm s i s  
o n  th e G i f ts of t h e  Spi ri t ,  which includ e t h e  ::; peRkinG in a n d  i n t P. rpre tat ion 
o f  tongues . The phenomenal spread of Fentec:o:::; tal i sm in the twen t i e th cen tury 
and i ts ov�rfl ow in to mai n-s tream C hris t i an i ty in the impor tan t i n t � rn� n o�;­
inationr-1 1  Ch;trisma t i c  1-:ovemen t hAs !IK!rult that gl os�olnl ia is probably tnken 
far more se riou::;ly today than it has been since the f:i.rs t dl'lys of Ch ri0 U an i  t:: . 

It s eems to havP. been rec or:nised by St • Paul himsel f thnt Rome of th e 
lnguap:es spoken were not tongues of men but ' o f an�el s ' ,  in other words 111h n t 
are tod;ty cnl led ' langunge- types ' .  But enrl y  Pent�cos tal i s t  l i tera tur� is 
full of claim� of fore igners beinr, addr�ssed and won for Chri;;t by b P. l i e v 0 r� 
exhorting them in their own languR ges , of wh i ch the exh ort e rs normal l y knew 

not a word . A favouri te varie ty of this r; tory i s  o f  the atheis t Jew corni nr: to 
mocl: , having his personal h i s tory rec ow1tcil to him in H e b rew by fcn t cc o� t.nl iG ts 

ip:nora nt of the tonp:ue , beinF;; convicte,? of sin and cataclysmically c onverted ; 

for there seems to be particular kud os at tached to th e winnin� of n JP.w and an 

a theist in one and the same person . lt lf\ not cynical to say th n t  l have not 

ye t come across a single nnecdote of this 'kind that is susceptibl e of proo f ,  

nor , s o  far � s  l know , has any oth er sc riou� investiga tor i n t o  sr�nk inr in 

tonP:ues . ' 
I f  any reader can put me in touch \·:i th the c onverter and/or the 

c onverted in a 'case of thi s kind , 1 shouJ d be e x t remel y r:ra tr�ful . 

\oJ . J .  Som�rin, Pro fes sor of Lin�j .s t i c s  <1t the U ni versi ty of 'l 'o ron to , who 
na� made a o. pe c i al  s tudy of Fentecostal i s t  tonP:ue c; , h:t.c; shown cl en l'l y  th at 
normRl s pecimens o f  t h em are lan[;U:lf�e-ty pes , not lanp;uages . 1'his i �_; not to 
sn.y tha t  no xenolalin i s  ever spoken - for only a tiny f rac t i on of th e tonc;u,.;, 
s pok en in Pentccos tal i st Churche::; has been re corded :mn s turli ed - hut that no 
s pecimen of xenollll.i a  hn:=; yet beE-n recorded .  Nor is i t  t o  nay thnt gl oss olal ia 
is sel f -d e l us i on an d usel ess . I t  is as l egi timate a form of worshi p a:=; prayer 
and the sinr:inp; of psalms and hymns nnci is , indeerl , i n my opini on , to be 
e 'J Un ted wi th worr;hi p  in music r,q thel' thrm in l :mp.:HnP:P. . ldhen tonp:u�s nre i n te r­
pre ted it i.s th e i r  p;rme rnl mood t l t n t  i.s c xpl d.neil by someonP on the S::\me wnve­
l enr,th ns the s peaker - they are not t ran"ll ::t t �rl .  J us t  ar- s omeon e i r:nor·m t of 
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the t1 tlP. of J.l�nrie l r;oohn ' fl  ' Sprinr: !.Jon� ' could interpro t it R.'1 n menr.tJp:c o r  
p,ainty , hnppimm� o r  pcrhllf!G t h e  P.uphoria of young l oYe o r  the bicke ring of 
a sunshiny Rtr .. nm. No one who haa haord th e flow o r  lovely eound cominc from 
th e l i pfl of n r,enuinP. wor�h i pper , of ten inn rticulate in his normal s tllte , con 
douh t the gl!nuinenr.G.s of the eUJ>horia and the sincerity of hie adora tion . 

Speakers in ton�unn in the main-line denomina tions today seldom claia to 
be Xtmol al ista .  They emphasi se the Ynlue of tongues in prayer and worship 
ei ther dnyotionRlly by themselves or in small groups at uni ty with ench other, 
pBrticularly useful when they do not know for what they should pray . �re is 
a otriking story told by Sherrill of a .tniater called to a girl so badly 
injured thA t r.ven i f  she lived she mir,ht only be a Yeget�ble.  Should h e  pray 
for death , which migh t be more merci ful , or l i fe? He prayed in tongues , 
feel i ng the more rasr.ivP. he woe , the grenter the effec tiveness of God ' s  
workinr, throup:h htm . 'l'he Rirl recovered , whi ch, a sceptic might aay , she 
would have done onyway. But at lenet the ainis ter ' s  aind was given peace .  

By n o  menns the last word h as  beP.n wri tten o n  Christian tonr,ues , and 
there i.s a large field of inYestigation for the researcher who is prepAred to 
approach the subject with respect for the views of worshippera , and an open 
mind . lhere is also scope for resr.arch in to the fourth division under which 
ton�ues may be clasRi fied - Spiri tualis t xenolalia. Here again , in spite of 
a Vll R t  li te ra ture of claims made of sensi tives addressing messages from dead 
friendn or r�lnti ves in thei r own languages , languages totally unknown to the 
mediums , to si t ters nt seances there are no recordings , to mr knowledge, of 
such ha ppeningo. I should like to sugges t an experiment to genuine sensitiYes 
which woul d ,  if nep;n tive , do the Spiri tualis t cause no harm and , if it were 
succcns f ul ,  do it some service. Le t there be selec ted , perhaps through a 
univ�rai ty � tudent union , a number of forei r,ners from as many countries as 
possible , and l e t  them hol d a series of se�ncea with a sensitive with this 
abili ty . Althour,h thn foreip,nera will SpPak �ngl ish themselves, one would 
expec t dP.ccas ed rel� t i vPs, rrobobly ignorant of Englioh , communicating through 
th e medium, to tnlk in their own ton�ues . If the seance proceed ings were 
recorded nnd if communicat ions in foreign languages unknown to the senai tive 
were m�rl � ,  many of the usual explanations or similar phenomena , such as F�P or 
�uper-���P, while not completely discounted , would at least be weakened. 

1�ere is a further field of inven tign tion open to eome psychical 
researcher. An interoGting feature of some alleged Spiritualist communi­
cationA in foreir,n lAn�u�r.es ,  both spoken , and written by automatic wri ting 
or rl:mche tte , is that they hnve been written very rapidly backwards , or built 
up in a pc�ch in r.yllabl ea from the end , thus , 'Lim - molim; te - shi te -
pi shi te . ' 'l'his phmtomenon seem.-. related to certain happenings in hypnosis , 
where a pinch inflic ted by the hypnotis t on his own right ear �Y be 'felt by 
his nub jec t 1 s !!.!}. ear .  Perhaps some re11der of � � llip;h t collect 
nnd s tudy Pouch cognate phenomena, vhich should throw eome light on the human 
mind , if not di rec tly on xenolnlia itsel f .  

18. 

(}yer the past couple of years , an increasing concern h11s herm shown for 

ethical standards in UFO investigation . Recently , this concern hAs borne 

•ore positive resul ts .  Here ,  Jenny Randles explains what is happening . 

Ethics and Investigation 
For too long, too little at tention has been paid to what should be the 

primary concern of any paranormal researche r ;  fair treatment for the vic t im 
of a �sterioue occurrence .  The people we relate to are often in harrowing 
situations , haye suffered psychologically ,  socially , and even ph ysically . 
Sometimes they desperately need sympathy and understanding in the way in which 
their story is investigated . Even the delude d ,  the psychotic , and the delib­
erate fantasisers haYe basic human rights . 

In the last couple of years a number of articles on the sub jec t  h11.ve 
appeare d ,  and in early 1 981 it was decided ( from the point of view of Bri tish 
urology at leas t )  to do something about i t .  The local groups i n  the south of 
England ( formed int o  an alliance known as MAUl''OO ) ,  and th eir counterparts in . 
Northern Britain { associated, since 1 974 in an alliance known as NUFON ) ,  me t to 
formulate a code of prac t ice , to which all se rious UFO inves ti�ators could 
adhere . Meetings were hel d in Nottingham ( Harcr ) and Swindon ( J une ) , wi th 
myself also chairing a discussion group on the topic at the London I nt ernati onal 
UFO Congress in May . BUFORA and CONTACT { Bri tain ' s  two major na tionnl soc i e ti e s )  
were invited t o  participate . Both were represented at the first me e ti ng ( BUfORA 
by no less than its chairman ) , and BUFORA have continued to take an ac t i v e  pRrt 
in the formulation of th e code . CONTACT, however , declined to be represented at 
the second mee ting , and have indicated that they are ' unhappy ' wi th the ide a ,  
al though they have not elaborated upon this . If they do refuse to accept the 
code that is now agreed ,  it will be a sad indic tment of what was regRrde d as a 
respected group. 

While the basis of the code is now formulated th e de tails have , of course , 
to be taken by the individual organisations to the i r  own membershi ps . I t  i R  
anticipated that this will b e  done before the nex t scheduled meeting l planned to 
be in Worcester , in Oc tober) . Here there will be room for any modi ficRt ions 
that might so arise , but essentially this mee ting will be set the task o f  impl e ­
menting t h e  code .  What we have i n  mind i s  the c reation of a n  ' Accredi tation 
Board ' , with representatives from each ma j or organisation or ne twork whi ch 
accepts the principles of the code . They will be responsible for drawing up 
and publishing a l i s t  of ' accredi ted investigators ' l all those who individually 
sign the code ) . This will be regularly updated by the board , who will also be 
in a posi tion to arbitrate on any breeches of the code brought be fore i t  in the 
future. In this way, it is hoped we shall indi ca te the seriousness and th e 
integrity of our endeavours , and perhaps gain better s tandi ng wi th the media 
and the public . 

For the future , we have it in mind to develop and produce b roader codes of 
conduct and practise { for exampl e ,  invest igation methodology) and possibly even 
to use the board as a means of designing coursea for inves t igator training . We 
have also been exploring ways to take the code to the rest of the world . 

Of course , this code has been �esigned for UFO researchers , but th ere 
seems t o be much in i t  that could easil y be relevant to any inves tigator of the 
paranormal . F'or this re��on the c ode is reproduced he re . Any sug�eRtions that 
you may ca re to make { before Oc tober) abou t the code would b e  mos t  wel come . 
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The code is divided into three sec tions , viz; Responsibility to the 
Wi tness ; Responsibility to the Public ; Responsibility to Ufology. 

1 .  Responsibility to the Witness . 

1 . 1 .  The identity of a witness to a UFO event shall remain confidential unless 
written consent is obtained from the witness to release such information. 
1 .2 .  The witness should be advised of the consequences vhich may arise if the 
in formation in clause 1 . 1 .  is rele&Aed . 
1 .3 .  Insofar as i s  practicable ,  al l  interviews shall b e  by prior appointment .  
1 . 4 .  It is desirable that all intervievs shall be conducted by two investigators 
and , in the event of the witness being a w011111n, or a child \Ulder 15 years , that 
one of the investigators shall be female . 
1 .5 .  All requests by the witness or , in the case of a minor, a parent or other 
responAible person , for a third part1 to be present during an interYiew must be 
honoured. 

--

1 .b. I f  the witness categorically re fuses to cooperate in any way , he or she 
is not to be approached further. 'rhe option tor further contac t should rest 
with the witness. 
1 .7 .  Under no circums tances shall any investigator, or member o f  an invest­
igating group gain, or attempt to gain , admission to private property, other 
th�n by permission of the owne r ,  tenant , or authorised agent . 
1 . 8 .  Any dama�e t o  property caused b 7  members o f  a n  investigating group during 
the course of an investigation shall be made good by that group. 
1 . 9 .  Under no circums tances shal l any . specialised technique o r  equi pment b e  
used during the interviewing o f  a witness, other than b y  wri t ten consent of the 
witness , and the use of any such aid shall be restricted to interviews conducted 
by full y-q uali fied prac ti tioners . The use of hypnosis shall only be under the 
guidance of a clini cal psychologist .  
1 . 1 0. The witness i s  entitled t o  b e  informed o f  the conclusions reached ,  if 
requested . 
1 . 1 1 .  Due consideration should be given to the health and velfare of the vitness. 

2. Responsibility to the Publi c .  

2 . 1 . All investigators o r  members o f  an investigating group shal l ,  s o  far a s  is 
practicable ,  cooperate full7 with the Police and any other official body 
( particularly in circumstances which may affect national security ) . 
2 .2 .  I f ,  during BD investigation, a si tuation i s  encountered vhich is , or is 
liable to become , dangerous to the general public , or result in damage to 
property , the inveAtigator shall vithout delay notify the Police or other 
responsible body, and take all reasonable steps to protect the public and 
property , but shall not be expected to protect property if to do so may resul t 
in undue risk to the investigator. 
2.3 .  N o  information r,ained during an interview shall b e  aade available t o  the 

nevs media, other than through normal procedures operating vithin the 
investigator ' s  group. 
2 . 4 .  The investig8tor shall not issue unsupported statements t o  the news media 
concerning speci fic cases. 

3. ReAponsibil i ty to Ufology. 

3. 1 .  The free flow of information shall not be restricted for personal gain , 
and due c redi t munt be given to the source of all information. 
3 . 2 .  It is the duty of the investigator to make availabl e all possible data , 
wi thout delay , to all seriously concerned . 
3 . 3 .  All interviews regarding cases of high strangeness shall be el ectronieally 
recorded , unle�s the use of a recorder is obj ected to by the wi tness , or other 
responsible person in the case of a minor. 
3 . 4 .  All reports shall indicate the pe rsons present during interviews , and 
particul ars of their e tl\ tus .  

20. 

. 

A.S.S.A.P. 
On 10 J•• 1981 the decieiaa vae taken to forw '111£ ASSOCIATION FOR TilE SCIJJITII'JC STUDY or AJIOIW.OUa JIIIIJtOIWtA , with these objecte a 

1 .  To obtaiD, etore , JII"'C••• ud d:leseld.aate infoJWatlaa concemlns those 
areu of h- eJq�erience ud -..ned Jlbeno.u for which Do pnerallJ 
acceptable ezplaatiOD ill • ,.t fortbcold.nc. 

2. To eaccnara,e ud aiel iDYeettcation and research into those )ilenOMna , b7 
the creatloa or co-o...U...U.aa of iDYeatiptive sroupe , and by the provision of 
couul tatl•• reeourc .. , \echalcal tacill tlea, etc. 

'· To .PJ"'Yide a .W t1-diec1pliDarJ' to� tor the exchan«e or rieve and 
info�tioa coacernias tbe .. phen....a. 

'l'he ... d tor eucb an ueociaU.on. 

Serlo• public iDtereet iD the parano..-1. and the ua.alou has neYer been 
sreater. Booketore cliepl&Js, radio aacl TV pro«ra.es , _,,.dne articles , even 
8Y81')'daJ CODYeNatiOD all attest thie. While IIUCh of this intere .. t is predict• 
abl7 euperficial aDd sporadic, a widespread desire for intelligent discussion 
and intoned explanatioa Sa equall7 erideDt 1 thie ie reinforced b7 the Rrovin,; 
attentloa beias si••n to eucb .. tters b7 beharioural ecieDtiste , particularl1 
in the field of social etadiee a b7 .... re or the Mdical profeesion l ud •re 
aad ..re frequeatl1 b7 Pb1eical ecientiete. 

One coaeequ.nce of thie iDtereet hae been aD acutA awareness of the fact 
that DO authoritatiYe bodJ exiete efrec ti•elJ to collate and disse.tnAte infor­
•tion, or to co-ortiDate the •ana vhereb7 that iDfor.tion M:J be ob taine d .  
MaftJ epeclaltet aDCl local sroupe exiet ,  B OM  of which are doins excellent work 
wlthlD their prescribed fields , but all too often their actirities are conduc;ted 
iD \DiaW&reDeee of what le beins doae eleevhere ,  while their own achieveMnte are 
iaadequatel.J recopi.Hd. 

It le u lndicaticn of the ... d for eOM each orpaieatiCIII as ASSAP, that 
the i!lpll).ee to.rde la.achlns it bae COM iD larse Masure fro. theae e:xia ti� 
pooupe. 81piflcaat11 , it ie those alread;r acti•• ln the field who are 110t1t 
eapr to Me tbe OreatiOD of a lllJ'Ier OJ'Iania&tiOD withiD which their elforte 
will be liON etfecU.Yel1 cleplOJed• 

It le .. phaticall7 DOt the iateatioa of ASSAP to replace matins IJ'011pe ,  
or efta deeti'OJ their autoftoll7 1 ntller, l t  ie t o  si•• th• eacourag .... t ud 
support iD their acU.YlU.N. 

ft.eld of latereet. 

ASSAP'• field of interest ca.prieee thoee phena.ena Which �re reasonably 
al.lesecl to occur, nt for which no explanation seeM to be forthcollinft within 
the ecope of current ecientlfic kaowledge. .8J i ts ••TJ uture, no precise lild.t 
cu 'M eet to the field th• COIIprieed , nor would it be desirabl e to do eo . 
Subjects euch ae altered etatee or coMciouamess , apparitions, claino7aDce , 
epoataaeoae huMn co.buetian, .dowsing, the EYP, extra-eeuory perception, falls 
11'011 the elq, poeeolalia , halluoiaatlcne , hauntinRS , healins, �JIIloab, 
lDcorruptibilitJ ,  l..ttaU.CIIl, le7 lines, -stc , •terial iaation , •tal-bencliOR, 
lllnclee, mltiple pereonal.itJ, OOB.E• e ,  polterselete ,  poeeeuion, precopition, 
PK ,  relacarnation, Sp1r1tua11•, et�ta , eurriftl , 8Jilchronicit1 , telepathy, 
UP'O' e ,  rieiou, and Yetis are juet a eelection tJpiCal or the lleld of interest . 
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Viewa Md att:l. tudoA . 

A3SAr will hold no corporate views, and will discourage dos--tie• in i ta 
.. mbers .  They will , of course , be free to hold whate•er Yiewa they choose , but 
when acting as ���embf!rs of A!;5AP they •ust be prepared to treat thoae riewa aa 
proYision� only. 

ASSAP will expect i ta .. mbera to adopt a scientific approach at all ti .. s .  
l t  is recognised that such a concept is ulti .. tely undefinable l while in 
.. ttera of reaenrch and inYestiRation there is general agre ... Dt ae to what 
consti tutes ocientific .e thod, on wider issues there ia apt to be disagree .. nt 
eYen a.ang sci entists. The necessi ty for experi .. ntal replication as Yalidation 
for the existence of a phena.enon , for example , is seen as fun�ntal by one 
school of though t, as unrealistic by another. ASSAP will not seek to i•po8e any 
rigid intervre��tion of what constitutes a scientific approach , but will rather 
look to a gPneral consenRus J while this .ay r� ti .. result in efforts which 
fall short of scienti fic Yalidity, this is considered preferable to a narrow 
interpretation which ntifl es initiati•e and inhibits poaitiYe research . 

AS:;AP has come into being to respond to a public need, and the Meting or 
that need in i tA primary concern. At all tiMs it will be aware of a respons­
ibility to the communi ty l the purouit of personal or group objectiYes will 
always be secondary to i ts wider sociAl function. 

In general , ASSAP will encournge a mul ti-disciplinar,r approach in the 
belbf thrtt even the most specialised enquiry •Y bene fi t fr011 the experience or 
colleagues working in other fields . lloweYer, it will cater equally for those 
who�e interests are confined to one speci fic field - dowsing, sur.i•al research , 
etc . - as for ti1ooe whose in tereota span subject boundaries . 

Aims and ac tivi ties . 

A3SA P ' s  aims are three fold ; to ob tAin, store , process , and diase•inate 
informa t ion l to encourage and a id inveotigation and reaearch l and to proYide a 
forum for the exchange of Yiews and information. To these ends , ita projected 
activities will be l -

1 .  RI!::;J.;AP.Cll AND I NV F::>TIGATION . 

• Create and mA intain a national inYestigati•e network, capable of im.ediate 
deployment in response to demand. (Thio will to a large extent inYolYe the 
co-ordinntion of oxiating local groups ) .  

Crea te, or a ffiliate with specialist groups or consultants able to proYide 
a bnck-up of e xpertise for field inYestigatora .  

F�courage research, and correlate research efforts on a national basis. · 

FstnbliRh communications chAnnels whereby researchers can obtain access to 
experts or specialist consultants. 

• Hake available technical facilities for cheaical analyaia , exa.tnation of 
photographs , e tc .  

Establish g�nerally acceptable codes o r  inYeatigatiYe practice ,  procedural 
methods, ethical otandards. 

2. ItiFORHA'l'JOU PHOCE:SS ING. 

Create nnd maintain nntionnl data bases , including libraries and archiYea ,  
research fileR and reference facili ties . 

Introduce methodo whereby information eo stored can be •de rapidly and 
widely available . 

F.otahlieh commonly ncceptnble classi fication systemft 1 information codinR 
syn temo , n tnndnrdioed nomencla ture , e tc .  
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3. COHUUNICA'rlOUS - Ifl'r�;RNAL. 

l!;atabliAh co.unicntions channels to facilita te the frr� fl ow o f  informa tion 
be tween eembero. Apsrt from the inforeA tion oourcc� �nti oned nbov c ,  n 
reRular newole tter will be publbhed at frequent interYnls ,  while more subo­
tMtinl. contributions will appear in " journal of record . ( flo Bt hmpt will 
be aade to co.pete with existing journals J ra the r,  cncouro��ment will be 
giYen to 'appro.ed ' specialist publications such AB Fortean Ti-.� , FlyinR 
Saucer ReYiew, and '!'be Ley Hunter) • 

Sponsor or support study aeaeiona, training ae.tnArR and other events , Md 
proYide opportunities for .e.Oers to .. et for the exchAnge of Yiews and 
inforMtioa, particularly on an inter-disciplinary basis. t:very e ffort will 
be .. de to do this OD a nationwide basis, a•oidinR as fAr AB is prac ticable 
the London-baaed bias Which eo often obtains. 

... COHHUNICATIONS - EXTERNAL. 

Establish posi tive relatione with the .adia at both a local and a national 
le•el . 

PrOYide a register or acknowledged in•estigotora and consul t3n ts th roughout 
the country who can be approached by the •edia, by the Police and LocAl 
Authorities ,  and by -..bera of the public , for help, information , nnd advice . 

Present public •eetings, l ec tures, exhibitions , etc. to encourage �erious 
public interest . Notably , to provide speakers for educstional insti tutionn , 
societies, etc. and so far as ia possible to .ake ASSAP ' s  resources 
ayailable to th .. .  

Establish friendly an d  co-operati•e relatione with other groupn who �ay not 
choose, or be able, to affiliate with ASSAP. 

Eat.abliah links with OYerseas bodies with similar aims . 

Generally, to seek eYery aeans of encouragi ng the community at large to 
adopt an intelligent ,  infor-.d attitude toward� these ma t ters . 

Membership and affiliation. 

1 .  GROUPS. 

ASSAP does not seek to re place or compete with sny exis ting organis�tion .  
Rather, i t  aims t o  pro•ide a central organisation t o  whic� exi s ting y,roups mny 
affiliate theMSelves for their own bene fi t .  Among the bene fi ts are these ; -

Opportunity for participation, iD research and inveotigative programmeR ,  on 
a wider scale . 

• Opportunity for communication with other �roupo with oimilar or related 
intereata . 

• Shared facilities for data-proceaaing, technical assistance , expert consul­
tancy, e tc .  

• 

• 

Enhanced credibility through aseociation with a national orgAnd aa tion whOfte 
standards will hopefully become generally known and respec ted . 

Opportunity to Make i ts own actiYitiea .are widely known throuch A53A r • a  
internal and external communications faci lities . 

Opportunity to participate in na tional conferences and other functions • 

Support fro. ASSAP for th e group ' s  own ventureR • 



Groure vhich elect to B f f il iato to ASSAP vill not be required to surrender 
an1 of th�i r autono1117 . 1\11 that is aoked la that the1 auhscrib-. to the seneral 
principl es of 1\�AP vi th reRArd to a tAndnrda or e thico , obj8c t1Ye inYeatisa tion , 
e tc .  It vill be for each �roup to decide to vhat extent it vill integrate i ta 
ac tiYi tiea vlth those or ASSAP aa a vhole. 

2.  INDI VJDU,\1.3 .  

I t  ill anticipated thnt .,..t ..-ere o r  exia ttns sroupe vhich affiliate 
vi th ASni\P rill also viah to join aa indiri dullla .  Apart fi'OII the ia �ible 
bene fi t  or participn tion in aft OrBBniaation coaponed Of like-.inded peopl e ,  the 
bene fi ts Of indhirtual Mllberahip •1 iaclucle l -

Free subscription to the ASSAP neveletter. 

Other ASSI\P publications free ,  or at reduced price . 

Free or reduc�l-coat a�auion to ASSA P functions, courses, etc. 

Ad.t1111ion to �ers-onl1 functions and actiYitiea. 

free or reduced-coat access to ASSAP ' a  resources and facilitiea. 

Right to yote , stnnd for office , and participa te in ASSAP ' a  actiYitiea, 

Allocation of cases tor field inYea tisatioa and research. 

Other ben•fita ma1 b ecOMe ••sllable in the course or ti .. l tor ex .. ple, it la 
possible thot reduced-coat aubscrlptloaa to certain journAls .. 1 be .. de aYail­
llble to ASSAP ••hers. 

J 'HCVI.310UAJ, ADHlNl:;TRATJ ON OF AS.�AP .  

rronaion�tlly , i t  i R  not anticipated that ABSAP vill require e i ther 
JMI!nnanent premoea or " pdd a t.,r r .  Conaequent11, all 110ae1 paid to the 
Association , vh•ther as ouboc riptions , or donationa , or b1 va1 of iaco.e fro. 
functions and publications , vill go d1rectl1 tovarda proYidlna aer.lcea for 
11ellhern. 

In due course to� articles of aosociation vill be dravn up, to proYide 
cono t1 tut1onall1 for the running of the Asaociation . Theae rill prori.de , 
inter alia , for de.acratic el ectoral procedures .  Until such tl .. aa electloaa 
CM be hel d ,  a vorldf18 ca.nittoe , forMd f'r011 a110ft1 thoee vho haYe ae t the 
Association in beinr; , vill proy1Rioaall1 adlliniater ita attain. In due course 
cOMitteea vill be created for special functioaa ncb aa naearch co-ordination, 
inYestigator super.ision , etc . aa vell aa tor the eatablia�nt of ataadarda , 
codes or conduc t ,  etc. An Ollbucla.an vill be elected to arbi trate OD internal. 
•ttera . 

A proyioional publ icntiona vorkln« part1 haa been aet up to initiate the 
journals or the Asaociation , and it la anticipated that the first inue of the 
Nevsletter vill be publ ished before the end or S.pt.-er 1981 . External 

relatione ia another area of i--.diate concern. An officer haa beea ·appoiated 
to �dMiaister this on a te•porar, basis, and plana are alread1 beins considered 
for ASSAP' s  first public eYen t ,  poenibl1 to be held in Decellber 1981 . 

An annual subscription of £6 la due fi'OII all .. .,.re except th011e under 21 
or o•er 60, who qualif7 for a � reduction. If 1ou viab to aubacribe at thia 
earl1 s tage , and to pla1 aa��e part in the foi'IIUlatioa of the character and 

direction or ASSAP, aubacriptiona are nov beins accepted b1 the Treaaurer. 
J'lease Mke cheques or croosed postal orders pa111ble to ASSAP, and aend to a -
MAUIUCE TOWWnJJD, 1 1 ,  BJlUJO'.t Cl.OSJt; , SHORF!H/\H-BJ-8&\ 1 WEST SU.:l.GEX, Bltlt 5RI. 
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/emaphore without Flagr 
Kevin MCCiure 

We mus t all be aware tha t there are ri nks inhe ren t  j n  UFO investigati on , 
as there are in paranormal research in general . Many of us will ha v r.  seen 
individuals we have known for years suddenl y ,  without app�rent reason, wi th ­
draw entirely from the subject ,  though it has previously played an important 
part in their l ives . We have seen others become obsessed with e vangelic� 
religion, demanding our acceptance that entities are demons , and that U folo�y 
is ensnarement .  Others s till have begun to bel i eve in the space brothers , 
and avait intervention from other worlds in the problems o� our own . 

Such decisive changes of mood, atti t ude , and convi c tion are easy enough 
to de tect ; ve know where we stand with those who undergo them. Less easy to 
recognise are gradual , often prolonged changes in a personal i ty , or in indiv­
idual belie fs and priori ties , particularly where we do not know the individual 
concerned. Wi th friends and acquaintances , or members o f  a local group, we 
gradually learn to take what they say with a pinch of sal t ,  and balance the i r  
pronouncements to othero with a f e w  well -chosen words of our own .  B u t  wi th 
s trangers , not known personally to us , with whom we come in cont�ct only 
through their wri ting , it is not so simple . 

Of course , there have been some instances - Brinsley le roer Trench and 
Arthur Shuttlewood are two that come to mind - wbere we have bec ome aware of 
a certain unreali ty of unders tanding in our best-known wri ters . We hnve coped 
by regarding them as lovable eccentri cs ,  have s topped buying or reading their 
vorks ourselves , and have pointed out to others tha t we are not all q ui te so 
foolish. We have , perhaps , fel t that we have done the decent thing . Proba bly , 
those who tolerated the contactee nonsenRe of the 50 ' s  and early 60 ' s ,  which 
has done such lasting damage to our credibil i ty ,  thought the same . Rut when 
we ha•e such evidence of deterioration in thinki ng , reasoning, and under­
standing among those who are deeply involved in UFO research ve should , maybe , 
consider the question a l i ttle further . 

• • • • • y 
This is no time to be further fragmenting the field of UFO research by 

finding conspiracies where there are none . Yet the last few years hnve seen 
the emergence of a new theory in response to the vast varie ty and incompre­
hensibili ty of anomalous phenomena , a theory that has been proposed by a 
number of the very best vriters in our subj ec t ,  by key figures in what has 
been called ' the New Ufology ' .  This is the ' Control-System Theory ' ,  as it has 
become generally known, though it appears in a number of guises . It is worth 
some analysis. 

Four major vriters , in particular, have presented their versions . Let us 
see what they have to say • • • • • 

"Le t ' s  begin by supposing that somewhere in the universe there is an 
intelligence or force - ve ' ll call it ' The Phenomenon ' for want of a better 
word - that ' s  beaming projec tions of various kinds into our world • • • •  

Whatever i ts nature , i t  has some deep sense o f  what human beings are 
thinking , and it provides us with visions that re flec t  the concerns of the 
human mind" . ( Clark & Rogo .  1 • ) 

"They are the means through which man ' s  concepts are being arranged. All 
we can do is to trace their e f fects on humans • • • •  I sugge6t that it is 
human belie f that is being controlled and conditioned" . ( Vallee . 2 . )  



"I believe there is a machinery of mass manipulation behind the UFO 
phenomenon • • • • UFO contacteea are the tools of a global plan. These 
silent agentv are walking among us unseen ,  placing social time-bombs at 
strategic spiri tual l ocations . ( Vall�e . 3. ) .  

"The Phenomenon is probably a storehouse of psychic power. A psychic 
person may be naturally attuned to this intelligence.  Similarly,  contact 
with it may endow the wi tnese with psychic power • • • • The UFO phenomenon 
is guiding us ,  and we should seek to understand the message behind the comm­
unications UF'O abductees deliver to us . They lllight be vital for our 
psychological and social survival . l Rogo. 4. ) .  

"The human race has always been aware that i t  was serving as a pawn in 
some cosmic game • • • • We have been programmed wel l ,  but the Eighth Tower 
is dying of old age . The manifestations around us are not the work of the 
gods , but of a senile machine , playing out the end game . (Keel . 5 . ) .  

I t  is also , perhaps , worth quoting Allan Hynek. 

"There are people who ' ve had UFO experiences who ' ve claimed to have 
developed psychic abili ty .  There have been reported cases o f  healings i n  
close encounters , and there have been reported cases o f  precognition , where 
people had foreknowledge or forewarning that they were going to see something. 
There has been a change of outlook, a change of phil osophy of persona 1 lives . 
Now, you see , those are rather tricky things to talk about, but it ' s  there . 

Many people , like Jaques Vallee and I ,  to some extent , feel that it might 
be a conditioning process" . 

The key words and phrases , even from these short passages , become quickly 
apparent - ' mass manipulation ' ,  ' arranged ' ,  ' controlled and conditioned ' ,  
' provide5 us with visions ' ,  ' The UFO phenomenon is guiding us • , ' we have been 
programmed well ' ,  ' i t  might be a conditioning process • .  They are words and 
phrases that seem to imply consistency , deliberation , and design in the 
phenomena to which they refer ; they seek to establish intention and planning ,  
consistency , concern, and guidance as qualities implicit in UFO experience , in  
UFO reporta. 

In a reoeareh field where the very complexity of our. classification 
systems has resulted from the extreme variability of the phenomena, and where 
the etrongest argument against any kind of ETH is the very quantity and 

variety of craft that have been reported , it is strange to find important 
writers thinking in these terms . Considering that the arguments are based on 
m�terial drawn from fields as diverse as folklore , psychical research, 
mystical experience ,  visions of the Virgin Mary , UF0 1 s ,  OOBE ' s ,  altered states 
of consciousness , and Forteana, the drawing of such conclusions ie even more 
surprising .  

Though the later theories of Clark , Rogo , Vall,e , an d  Keel are very similar, 
and can all fairly be gathered under the ' control-system ' heading, each has 
found his own route to the theory . John Keel has always teased , prodded, and 
tantalised his readers , has thrown ideas and speculations at us .  It i s  a 
method that sells books , pleases readers , and has undoubtedly provoked interest 
and ac tivi ty .  But it  has never b een possible t o  see Keel as a scientist,  even 
a fringe one .  His responses t o  phenomena and t o  people have always been human, 
even caring, and we cannot wholl y  depend on his cl aims . ' 'l'he Eighth Tower '  is 
almost a connpiracy theory in U:F'O guise , a pessimistic statement of Keel 1 15  own 
disilluoion . It seems to have been his swan-song for serious UFO book s , and I 

can see why , if h� belie ves what he wro te , that was the case • • • • •  
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"Hen ue�d to believe thAt earthly events , w�rs , �nd dinn� ters were mer�ly 
duplicAti ons of events taking place in an al terna tive univerne popul ated by 
gods . But now it seems more likely that we ore ac tuAlly component parts of 
soeae larger ayate•, and that we are manipulated to serve thP. needs of that 
syate•. We aay never be able to clearly understand these needs , le t alone 
understand the ayste• itaelf • • • •  It retained its control over the Rlave3 , 
and ia still functioning today. Instead or being a sh�pelefts energy field in 
the sky, The Eighth Tower could be a specific device in a specific location 
on this planet . It has endured because it has the basic in�tinct for self­
preserwation, and is able to conceal itsel f fro• ua by laying out false 
traile , by populating our foreata with haiey red-eyed monnters ,  and our 
skies with lu.inoua objects . "  (Keel . 5. ) .  

D . Scott Rogo c ... into the Fortean/UFO field with a sound reputn tion in 
parapsychology, and with a nuaber or excell�nt, serious books to hiA credi t .  
I t  was ' The Haunted Universe ' (Signet , 1 977 . ) that �rked hie change of 
direction, covering .any claasical casee of UFO, psychic , and Fortean research 
in considerable detail . Host of his analyses relate to parapsychology , to 
established psychical research, but at the end or his book he remarks , 

"Just aa there are all aorta of uncanny things haunting our plane t ,  there 
are perhaps alien intelligences invading it as well. Maybe they are mimics, 
lllillice representing a mirror-image or our own minda. Or pe rhaps Hl l P e  and 
phanta. phone-callers represent a phenomenon eo bizarre and complicated that 
our 110rtal. minds could never hope to understand i t . "  ( Rogo. 6 . ) .  

He see.a to have moved steadily towards urology , despite the publication 
in 1979 of the rather ephemeral ' Phone Calls from the Dead ' ( NEL .  1 979) . 

'UFO Abductions • was published in 1 98o, edited by Rogo1 and covering a number 
of major apparent CE4 cases . ln hie conclusion Rogo , though he has denied 
intending to (letter in MUFON UF� Journal , no. 1 57 ) propooeo another, possibly 
less peeai�stic version of the control-system. 

"UFO abductions are physically real eventa . But th�y are dramas mater­
ialised into three-dimensional apace for us by The Phenomenon . They 11re 
dreaM that The PhenOtDenon made coae to life in very frifd\ tening vividness 
• • • • The Phenomenon would be aware of the psychological dam8ge reAul ting 
fro. a potentially traumatic sel f-confrontation. So it makes aure that the 
abduction victim initially forgets hie experience at a conacious l evel , but 
makee sure that it can still be retrieved when the conscioUA mind ie better­
prepared to handle it • • • • Once BOIIIeone has entered permanently into 
psychic contact with The Pben011enon the link 11ay beconte penMnent , and 
reactivate periodically. "  ( Rogo. 4. ) .  

JerT,J Clark ia another excellent writer and researcher, and Associate 
Editor of ' Fate • .agazine. Hie beat-known work is probably ' The Unidenti fied ' 
( Warner, 1975) , written jointly with Loren Coleman. Ueing 11 similar ran�e of 
aterial to ''l'he Haunted Uni-verse ' ,  it takee a somewhllt Jungian view, and 
concludes with the presentation of the First and Second Laws of Paraufology ; 

1 .  The UFO 117ate.ey ia primarily subjective , and i ts content pri11arily 
syllbolic .  

2.  Th e  ' objective • mani feetations are psychokinetically generated byproducts 
of those unconscious processes which shape a cul ture ' s  vision of the other­

world . Existing only tMporarily , they are at beet only quasi-physical . 



1 am not sure whe the r Clark & Rogo ' s book ( 1 )  WRB wri t ten be fore or aft� r  
Clark ' s  ' posi tion statement ' in ' 'fhe Encycl opedia of Ul''O ' s ' ,  but 1 must record 
tha t  he the re states ; 

"I have to say that ln the past two or three years I have become an agnos tic 
about all UF'O theories • • • •  we ought not , under any circumstances , to 
take our theories too seriously ,  and we must never give them greater primacy 
than we give th � obse rved facts ( however bizarre or inconvenient ) of the UFO 
phenomenon . ln my darker 111011ents I have come to suspe ct that UFO ' s  11ay 
represent some thi ng so far beyond us that our atte•pts to understand them 
��ay be comparable to an ant 's  e f forts to coMprehend the principl es of 
nuclear physic:o . "  

Whichever may be the case i t  woul d seem ( ' UFO abduction• ' p.235 . )  that it 
wns Clark wh o originated th e idea of The Ph enomenon ,  though Rogo considerably 
expanded i t  later . 'rhe early version said • • • • 

"We don ' t  have any idea where the ultimate source of these projections or 
this intell igence is ( perhaps i t is e ven unguessable at our present level of 
knowle dge ) . It may be extra-terrestrial or interdimensional , or it may be 
nothing

-
more than s ome automa tic natural me chanism connected to our world , 

which possesses no particular inte l l igence or awareness of its own exis tenc e .  
I t  may � e t  as routinely as , say , a clock . ( Clark & Rogo . 1 . ) .  

J �q ues VRlle e ' s  is , pe rhaps , the most in teresting case of all .  In terms 
of scope , ambi tion , and ef fec t  his influence has probably been greater than 
tha t of rmy other individual in th e sub j ect ln the last fi fteen yeare , on both 
sides of the Atlantic . ' The Invisible Coll ege ' , published in the U . K .  as 

' UFO ' s ;  the Psychic Solution ' ,  appeared in 1 975 , the same year as ' 1be �ighth 
Towe r ' . It is hard to imagine Vall�e and Keel cooperating, but certainl� both 
seem to have arrived a t  similar conclusi ons at much the same time . Vallee • s  
analysis i n  � book is perhaps the most convincing account o f  the theory . 

"I propose the hypothesis that there is a control system for human 
consci ousness . I have not de termined whether it is natural or spontaneous ; 
whether i t  is explainable in terms of genetics , of social pa�chology, or of 
ordinAry phenomena - or i f  it is arti ficial in nature , and under the power 
of some superhuman will . It may be en tirely determined by laws that we have 
not yet di scovered. 

No matter what approach I take ,  I can never explain more than half of 
the fac ts • • • • '!'his is whAt tel ls me that 1 am working on th e  wrong 
level • • • • It must be poesible to g8in acceas to the control of the UFO 
phenomenon • • • •  but it will take a very smart approach - or a very 
daring one . " 

"The bel'lt schedule of reinforcement is one that combines periodicity 
with unpredic tabil i ty It is interea tin� to ask whether the pattern 
of U:J<'O waves does no t have the same e f f ec t  as a 'schedule of reinforcemen t . "  

"Human li fe i s  ruled by imagination and myth ; these obey s tric t  laws and 
they , too , are governed by control sys tems ,  although admittedly nof�'o f th e 
hardware type . If tWO ' s  are having an e f f ect at that level it will be 
almost impossible to de tec t it by conventi onal me thods • • •  • I f  UFO 
ac tivi ty operates in the same way as :ikinner ' s reinforcement ,  then the 
learning will take time , but will never be forgotten . " 

"'!'here is a stranp;e urge in my mind ; I would like to stop behaving aa a 
rat presdng l evers - even i f  J have to go hungry for a while . "  ( Vall,e . 2 . ) .  
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I am not aure i f  Jaques Vall �e ever did go h tmgry 1 thou1!,h I som�how doub t 
i t ,  but in the course of the research for his next book , ' MesRen�erR o f  
Deception ' , published i n  1 979 , h e  chose some s t range sub jec ts .  1 rega rd this 
as the least conside red of Vallee • s  b ooks , and much the l e�s t con vinc inr, .  A 
pecul iar pot-pourri of con tactees , mutil ations , synchroni ci ty , and conr,pi rac y ,  
i t is essentially a seeking-out o f  material to support a wilder and more ext reme 
s tatement of the control-system theory. Early i n  th e book he sta tes ; 

"Let me summarise my conclusions thus far. UFO ' s  RrP. real . They are an 
application of peychotronic technology ; that is , they are physi cal d evi c e� · 

used to affect human cons ciousness .  They may not be from outer � pace ; th �y 
may ,  in fac t , be terrestrial-based manipulating devices. Their me thods are 
those of deception ; systematic manipulation of witnesses and contac t �ns ; 
covert use of various sects and cul tc; ;  control of th e channels through whi ch 
the all eged • space messages ' can make an i mp�c t  on the public • • • •  

You will see human beings under the cont rol of a s t range f orc e th A t  iR 
bending th em in absurd ways , forcing them to play a role i n  � bi zarr� game 
of dece ption .  This role may b e  very important i f  chan�i ng soc i al condi tionn 
make it desirable t o focus the attention of th e publie on thP- dis tant 8 tars , 
while obsolete human ins ti tutions are wiped out and rebuil t  in new ways . 
Is this the deeper meaning of the UFO ' decept ion ' ? Are the mnni pul � tors , in 
the final analysis , nothing more than a group of humans who have mas tered a 
very advanced form of power? 

Cons ider thi s ;  UFO contactees are the tools of a gl obal plan .  The se 
sil ent agents are walking among us unseen ,  placing social time -bombs at 
strategic spiritual l ocations . Some fi ne morning , we mAY w�ke up f rom our 
' sc ienti fic ' complacency to find strangers walking through the ruins of our 
Establishments . "  

Despite th e inclusion i n  the book of Vall�e ' s  s tat emen t about UFO ' s  to the U . N .  
and a piece b y  sociologis t ,  Professor DAvid Swi f t , i t  i R  hard t o  take 
• Messengers of Decepti on ' very seriously . 

Perhaps it is too easy to s tand aside nnd c ri tic ise : my wh ol e l i fe nnrl 
work is not involved with UFO ' s ,  nor does my living dP. pend upon th e m .  Y e t  i t  
is clear that w e  have a surprising paradox , a di chotomy between th e ma terial 
i tsel f , and the theory which is ext rapolated from i t .  This seems to be true o f  
al l the works mentioned above . As I have sai d ,  t h e  ma terial that maker. u p  th e 
bulk of each of these hooka covers a wide span of time , location , and type of 
phenomena . Each ,  except the l ast ,  make a coherent and convincinr, case for wha t 
we might call ' the continuity of phenomena ' . It is made plain that anomal ous , 
yet visible and influential events have occurred in many places , for many 
centuries. The evidence o f  a high proportion o f  the cases is clear and s trong , 
and the reader is usually happy to accept that the phenomena , while many and 
various , and wi de ly distribute d ,  have some overall rela tionship , some sort of 
his torical continui ty . 

From such a presentation , one would na turally expect a theory to evolv e ,  
an argument t o  develop. Similar methods have been used i n  the past to support 
the case for the ETH , and also for intra-dimensi onal ' 1 ntrusion ' th eori es . 
Yet to me , at leas t ,  the • c on trol-sys t em th eory ' is th e  lnst that 1 would 
expec t to emerge implying , as i t does , the minimal involvement of the will and 
consciousnesn of the wi tness in the innovation ,  rather than the pe rc epti on , of 
the event . 



'fhe evi dence , a6 J crry Clark concluded in ' The Uniden ti fied ' , seems to 
point very much the other way 1 to acc ept that there is some recurrent quirk in 
human nature , pe rc eption or pGycholo�y seems more reasonable than to believe 
in an external consciousness , or even device ,  conceiving and enac ting events 
tha t ,  by our very defini tion , appear to most of us as anomalous wi th consensus 
reality . �ven if we were to accept th e existence of such a consciousness , and 
a proportion of the reported events presented as evidenc e ,  what possible 
evidence is there to support the con tention thnt the two are not only di rectly 
related , but thr�t even ts are being planned and controlled in a manner that 
could c ons ti tute a system o f  control , education , or deception? 1 do not think 
that such evidence can be provided : it certainly has not been eo far. 

Wha t ,  th en , could ca��e such misapprehension , such confusion , such paranoia 
e ven , among such capable and accomplished researchers? Have they bAen too cl ose 
to it all , for too l ong? Is i t  not possible to stay in the subj ec t for more 
than a few years at the highest level , without your j udgement being affect�d? 

Perhaps one clue lies in a remark of Vall�e • s in ' Messengers ' , where he 
wri tes , "UF0 1 6  are extremely important to contemporary civilisation" . 
I f  Vallee b eli eves that s tat ement to be true , either on a straightforward media 
l evel , or even on a sub tl er ' control-system ' one , then he is deluded , though i t  
is natural that we should wish to feel that what w e  do matters . While th ere may 
have been a flurry ot" interes t  at the time of the release of Spielberg • s  fil m ,  
o r  at the time of the Kaikoura report , all we ha v e  to do to assess the true 
level of interest in our sub j e c t  is to look at the membership of our national 
UFU organisations , or the circulatl.on of the best of our j ournals . Even Allan 

Hynek ' s  CUFO� , in the U . S . A . , has had recently to shed staff , and curtail th e 
scope of i ts ac tivi ti es for financial reasons. It would be nice to think that 
UFO ' s  are important t o  ci vilisation ,  but c ivili sation generally , unless asked 
in an opinion poll , or offered a pulp magazine or newspaper, really couldn ' t  
care l ess about the sub je c t  that we , for very sound reasons , take so se riously . 

What is important to c ontemporary civil isation - what is important to !.!!1. 
c ivi l isation , and has b een for millennia - is that mysteries should be resol ved , 
or at least made not to be awkward IUld uncomfortabl e .  Anomalous and paranormal 
experience has generall y , whether th e event be healing , enlightenment , visi on , 
motion , or messag e ,  been moulded into one element or another of a b eli e f system, 
more often than not in to a form of religion. In most cases i t  :1.s chara cterise d 
as good or evil , and i ts cause , sourc e ,  or inspiration is then assigned to some 
archetypal divine or d emonic power. Seldom will you find a belief system that 
accords to the will or consciousness of the individual the power to cause or 
e f fect such events , save through prayer or in mystical experience .  I t  seems 

tha t we do seek to offload responsibili ty , to involve an external in fluence in 
our deciSions , intentions , mistakes ,  and achievements ; i t seems that we cannot 
c ope with it al l  by oursel ves . 

Pe rhaps l may seem to be becoming a lit tl e Jungian mysel f ,  to be leading 
up to a • modern myth ' type of explanation . But I would not l ike to propose 
any thing quite so over-simpl ified , or so de fini te. 

All I would suggest a t  this s tage is that the ' control-system theory ' ,  
l ike so many be fore i t  appears to be an at temp t ,  possibly an unconsci ous one , 
to ra tional ise a vast array of anomalous and i rrat i onal phenomena , to make 
them eaRi er to handl e ,  if no more enr;y to unders tand . Th ere are , you will 
notic e ,  n o  expl ana t ions as to ' how ' ann 1 why 1 in the c ontrol -syo t em theo:y , 
only dnrk hints as to ' where from ' . It ia a th eory withou t proo f , and w� thout 
much convic tion. 
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lt i e  di f ficult t o  accept mysteries , to k e e p  o n  l og�ine , inves tt�a l i n � , 
and writing-up. There is no guariUltee that we will ever be able to d t·nw fi rm 
conclusions , or have the satisfac tion of finding answe rs to these myzte r i e s .  
But the clear alternative ,  from abundant pnst and prer.P.nt experience , is t o  
theorise to meet our own psychological An d  emotional needs , wi thout �ound 
reason, and that is both pointless and wa�teful . We will never ach i eve any­
thing by that route ,  and really, we can only hang on , pAtiently , prenerving 
our obj ec tivi ty and remembering our responsibili ties , hoping that something 
will even�ually come clear. 
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MAURICE BARBANELL 

Mauri ce Bn.rhanell ,  edi tor of ' Poychic N�w:; ' , :md ' '�\�O '.:orld s ' ,  medium to 
Silver Birch , perhaps th� bes t-known sPirit guide in the worJ d ,  �nd found er 
of the Survival J oint Research Conuni ttee Trus t , died , a�e ?9, on the 1 7 th .  
of Jul y. Since be fore the Second 1-Jorld �·iar he has bcP.n �pi ri tunli �m ' R  moG t 
persistent and e f fec tive advocate , and there is lit tl e doubt tha t ' ! 'sychi c 

News ' , which seemed at times to be l i ttl e more than a vehicle for his bel iefs 
and opinions , wi l l  m i s s  h i m  very severely . 

Barbanell was , ac tual l y ,  the first edi tor to prin t  any of my work , bnck in 
1 970, though I have rec eived some tart n nd ab rasive l e t ters from h i m  since 
then as I ' m eure , have many others 1  H e  wafl n o t  n rn:m to submi t q u i e tly t o  
c ri tici;,m - even the copy o f  CG1 tha t I sent ,  a fte r  rN had hel ped wi th Rome 
information was treated , in print , to a crusty response . 

'l'he issue of Pii foll owing that in which l-lnuri ce Barbanell ' n ' promo t i on ' wns 
announced carri es the headline ,  1 J.Iaurice Bnrbanell mo)( �r, a sp�e·ly l';"flnce 
re turn ' , though li ttle evidence is offered j_n supJ 'ort . Howev er , tl to�e of ur.; 
who hope survival is a fac t  will nlRo wish thn t  his may be th e very proof to 
support that hope . �ven i f  it is not , hio own work and ener�y ov e r mqny 
years in to a remarkably ac tive old ar,c , will surely survive , i n  many w: ty:s ,  
for a very long time . 
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The Ark an Ararat. 
'fhe r.enrch , A f'pnrently q ui te fruitless to date , for the miraculously 

rrecP.rved remains of Nonh ' a Ark ,  is an establiohed and del ip;ht !ul p.'lrt of 
the cnnon of Anomalous facts in which most of us find so much pleasure .  
I recently hnd th e �ood fortune t o  come across a paperback book , entitled ,  
' The .1\ rk on Ararat ' ,  b y  'i'im LaHnye nnd John Morris ( Lakeland ; Marshall , 
Horgan & ;.;cott , 1 979 ) which , though written from what is a very clear and 
very strong evanP,el ical/fundnmentalir.t basi s ,  includes some fascinating 
material . I cnn only quote briefly here hut , for anyone who has ever felt 
discouraged by the l ength, the complexity ,  or the sheer imposAibility of an 
inves ti�;) tion , I would like to recount the adventures of John Libi , a man 
who makes Robert the Bruce look like a qui t ter • • • • • •  

"Consider the cane of J ohn Libi from San Francisco. Extremely capable , 
an experienced mountain climber , fluent in 'l'urkish and several other lang­
uages, knowleu�eabl e l eader and dedicated adventurer, Libi tried eight times 
in fi fteen yea rs to find the Ark .  Al thour,h he nearly lost his life several 
times on the moun ta i n ,  and faced countless other dangers ,  he combed the 
mountain more thorough ly than many suc ceeding groups but never achieved his 
objective . 

1 954 - Thinking the A rk was near the summi t of the mountain , Libi 
en�inecred two asc ent:; . On one of th� a.sc �nts , Libi was attacked and chased 
b�· two hur,e bears up near the ice can. The adcli tional exertion required to 
outrun them, coupl ed wi th rarefied air and the col d , caused J.ibi to develop 
a serious illness and fever, from which it took a month to recuJ�rate .  On 
the second climb , la te in the summer, the w�ather turned bad even though it 
had been qui te favour�bl c ,  and further explorations were imprac t ical . 

1 05.7 - Libi returned wi th his team of explorers , but due to unexpected 
pol i tical turmoil , permission to climb the mountain was rescinded .  

1 95(� - 'fhis time l ead ing a group o f  forty men , Libi , sixty-two years 
old ,  felJ thirty fee t to n rock l edr,e , and had to be carri ed o ff the mountain 
and honpi talined in a nearby town . 

1 9h0 - 'l'he ,..,Nl ther on 1 1 rarn t won another battl e ,  for again I.ibi required 
hospi talina tion , this time in Ankara , th e capital of Turkey , for Pneumonia . 

1962 - On Hay 9th . while boarding a train in I taly en route to Ararat, 
I.ibi W M  robbed of all the expedition ' s  finances . 

1 9(•5 - 1\ horribl e July thunderstorm and blizzard separated the tea.m of 
ten in to three groups. One group finnlly re turned to camp suf fering from 
advanced G tages of fat ir,ue and exponure after wandering on the mountain slopes 
in search of safety for three days. 'l'he storm washed away the entire food 
supply , and the de jecte•l ,::roup returned to the �itates . 

1 967 - In Libi ' s  estima tion , thP- worst wen ther he hnd ever seen on l·lount 
ArnrAt virtually D ttacked them. Great qunnti ties of anow and extreme cold 
forced them of f the mountain .  'rhe weather claimed the l ife of a Belgian 
cl imber who had join�d Libi ' s  party on th e mountain. The frcnhly fallen snow 
and a rec l!nt enrthquak� had loosened the foo linp; , and the youth slipped over 
the ed,;e · of a huRe cli f f  to his death. 

1 96�J - Libi , defying his ::;cventy-thrce years , and in spite of the fac t 

that in ·1967 he owore that he would not re turn ,  reached the summit end the spot 
where he beli eved the Ark to be. He found a layer of wA ter-borne fo::;nils , but 
no .1\rk . "  

'l'hour:h T.ibi ' s  hto c ompmtions on thi s tri p tore o f f  three pi ec�s o f  materiAl 
from the bo1itom of a c revns�e , they tu rned out to be f r<lr,mentizl"d J ava , and it  
would ncem that J .ibi n evP.r returned to .1\ r:.trat . 

ABSTRACTS 

All of the journals, magazines etc . abstrac ted below are liste d ,  wi th full 
address details i n  this issue , or in CG1 .  We don ' t  int end to run another 
full lieting ( which is likely to run to some 5-6 pages ) until CG5 , bu t i f  
you require details for any publ ication, we ' ll b e  happy t o  supply them on 
receipt of an s . a . e .  Hope you find the abstracts useful . 

BUFORA Journal .  Vol. 10. No.2. '!b e  final j ournal edited b y  Norman Oliver, 

who with its publication resigned as editor . Indeed , the fin� BUr'Ol� 
Journal ,  for some time at leas t ,  in its present format , though its compan­

ion magazine , the Journal of Transient Aerial Phenomena , will continue , in 

a more ambitious form. This issue has a lively letters column debate on 

Bernard Delair ' s  ' Cosmos 1068 or UFO '  data referant to the mass sigh tings 

of 31 . 12 .78. John Rimmer and Stuart Campbell are ad amant all the data refers 

to the satellite re-entry. Bob Morrell and Jenny Randles prefer to keep 

their options open and recommend a fuller study . 

Christian Parapsychologis t .  Vol . 4 . No . 2 .  June 1 98 1 .  A quietly remarkable 

account of a cleric ' s  c ommunications with an apparent entity ,  using a 

Thracian dialect from the 1 s t .  Century A . D .  and appearing to be ' in some 

sense ' St. Stephen, the Christian Martyr. A very intriguing report . 

Flying Sauc er Review. Vol . 26. No. 6 .  Perhaps the best FSR for years , wi th a 

healthy trend towards international reports , particularly from Communist 

countries. It contains cases from Poland ( UFO chases ambulance ) , Rus�;ia ( the 

firet CE4 report to be reported in the Wes t ,  involving a Red Army offic er , 

and showing great simil.arities with our own data) , Scotland ( a  marvellous 

Stuart Campbell expose of the classic 'Loch Ness ' landing and CE3 , which is 

shown to have been a hoax ) , Australia, Spain , and Britain . Also a report 

from Jenny Randles on s ome research and statistics from ' repeater witnesses • .  

Vol.27 .  No . 1 .  A Tery detailed review of the modern UFO scene in Russia, from 

within, describing some of the difficulties suffered at the hands of the 

Communist Party. Also case histories from the U . S . A .  ( a  family encounter 

wi th  entities and landed UFO ' s  invading their property) , Puerto Rico ( alien 

chicken poachers on a farm) , and the first part of a detailed reappraisal of 

the classic Steve Michalak case from Canada, involving radioac tivity , and 

burns in a chequer pattern on the witness ' s ches t . 

Lincolnshire Dragon. No . 4 .  Jenny Randles on the application of modern 

psychology to UFO reports and their overlap with psychic phenomena. Nigel 

Watson joins in the debate in the l e t t ers c olumn . Notes on moated sites in 

Lincolnshire . .1\ndrew Pickering on the poli tic s of Paganism . 
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Lincs . Dragon cont . No.5.  Paul Screeton reviews legends of eightings of 

dragons and their relation to ancient sites in Britain . Nick Akrill reviews 

the most prominent Ley formations in Lincs . Ted Armetrong describes the 

archaeology of the church of the Knight ' s  Templare at Temple Bruer, near Lincoln . 

The Ley Hunter . No . 9Q .  A welcome return after a too-long absence .  A vide and 

fascinating range of material including John Michell with new information on 

Stonehenge , the Bords discussing the Powys Beas t ,  as featured widely by the 

media in September and Oc tober 1 98o ,  Bob Forrest on Pyramid rubbish, an Irish 

alignment , information on Rollright and the ongoing Dragon Project,  and all the 

usual excellent features by Paul Screeton, John GloTer, et alia. 

Magic Saucer. No . 1 5 .  A • true ' ghost story, the ' Magic Saucer Theme Song ' 

( full manuscript ) ,  and material about Quella, an extra-terrestrial who is said 

to communicate through a trance medium. Worth watching , MS ,  as it is becoming 

very much enmeshed in ET contac ts and communication. 

Magonia. No . 6 .  Dr. Willy Smith with a major reassessment of Dr. Alvin Lawson ' s  

research into regres�ion hypnosis , where h e  created imaginary UFO abductions in 

regressed sub jects . Dr .Smith finds that his experimental details were suspect 

and should not have been accorded the importance they have been. He also 

claims that Lawson has not shown UFO abductions are subjective , only that 

regression memories might emerge from the subconscious. But the strong differ­

ences in real abduction memories point towards a real UFO stimulus . John 

Fle tcher with good historical research of Prince · Madoc and his travels ( to the 

Americas before Columbus? ) ,  and Jenny Randles on a hoax peeudo-�UB. 

MAPIT Skywatch . No. 39. A sheep and goats eTaluation of specific UFO exper­

iences , with some clear and useful yardsticks for such evaluation. By the 

ubiquitous Hilary Evans . Also Robert Morrell seeking an identity for UFOlogy 

in these confused times. 

Meeting the Third Millennium. No.2 . ' The Earthquake Generation ' ,  by Dan Lloyd 

reviewing in detail Jeffrey Goodman ' s  book of that name , and relating ita 

contents to hopes and fears for the Millennium. 

MUFON UFO Journal . April 1 981 . An analysis by Mark Moravec of 56 CE reports 

as to physiological reactions of witnesRea , particularly trouble in sleeping , 

and with sensitivity of eyes . Also , an analysis of the difficul ties in trying 

to assess such reports . 
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Northern Earth Mysteries . July 1 981 . A retrospective o! the Ley Hunter ' s  
Club ,  a oopy of the 'Sunday Times • 'Mother �th ' s  flying Saucers ' article 

( well worth haTing) , and a copy of Tony Wedd ' s  sought-after ' Skyways and Land ­

marks ' pamphlet . � an Alfred Watkins photo-offer . 

Northern Ufology. No . 8}. The theme of this issue is ' Window areas • .  Geoff 

Grundill argues that they are mini-black holes which create localised time­

warps ; Kevin McClure warns of publicity fanning the flames ; Ken Phillips 

describes the Luton/Dunstable UFOcal and links it with local geography and 

leya I Granvil.le Oldroyd and Ian Cresswell suggest they are 1 consciousness­
generated , '  witness-centred focii , and Jenny Handles takes a sceptical view 

suggesting a sociological explanation for the window zones . 

Northern UFO News. No. 84 . Dr. R . W .  Morrell responde to Ufology ' e  ' over­

inTolTement ' in pseudo-science ,  such as psychic phenomena. He feels that the 

trend must be reversed back to science. Heanvbile a report from Lancaster 

concerns a ' psychic ' who clailll8 spirit-plane contact with an alien being , 

wanting M:m to be an intermediary. He refused! 

No. 85 . Jenny Randles describes a massive publicity campaign associated with 

her book 'UFO Study ' ,  and i ts successes and failures . The launching of a new 

Scottish Network is described, plus a preliminary report on a new CE4 from 

Todmorden, West Yorkshire , inTolving a police officer who claims telepathic 

contact with a near-landed UFO. 

The Probe Report . Probably the beet UFO maguine in the U . K .  apart from FSR, 

20 large glossy pages with photos and excellent artwork . Two photographic 

cases analysed in great depth { one explained as a reflection, but one from 

Warmineter not explained) ,  & · report on a case witnessed by Jenny Randles and 

Paul Whetnal.l. from the •t4 , and skywatch happenings at Warminster. 

Psychic News. 27 . 6 . 81 . A campaign launched by Gordon Higgineon to improve 

standards in Spiritualism, with particular regard to the training, develop­

ment andpresentation of platform mediums and clairvoyants .  Interesting that 

a religious grouping can attempt to train people to have what would be seen by 

many researchers as spontaneous eTents . 

S.P.R. Journal, June 1 981 . A sound and clear account o! ' Possible precog­

nition of the Teton Dam Disaster in Idaho ' ,  by Lucille Wood-Trost .  Compre­

hensive reviews, plus two complex, highly-technical pieces , which presumably 

confer scientific Talidity upon the Journal . But really , how many �. 

let alone the rest of the world , could possibly understand them? 
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The Skeptical Inguirer. Spring 1981 . ' HJPiloeis and UFO abductiona ' ,  b;r 
Philip Klass , who seems more effective in this context than when debunking 
UFO ' s  themselves l perhaps because there are faults in the work of Lawson and 
Sprinkle, on whom Klass concentrates . Also, anal;rsis of PI< experiments , and 

of ' Ancient America' claims . Fairl:r cutting reri.evs of Story and Berlitz. 

UFO Insight. April 1 981 . The best critique I baT .. ,.et seen of Frank 
Johnaon ' s  'The Janos People ' ,  written with care and cold steel b;r Stuart 
Campbell , who lllaDilges , I suspect without too much trouble, to find a large 
number of technical faults and unresolved anomalies in the book, such as 

render it practically absurd, tdthout even haTing to resort to extensin 
criticism of the clandestine, solitar;r, and O'fervrought nature of the inv.,st­

igation itself. If  only the author bad consulted vi th other investigators 

bow differently this stor;r might have come out. Also, a lengthy discussion 

of the investigation process by Mark T;rrrell and , more disturbingl;r, a long 

sometimes valid review of the Ll�erch;ymedd case , which gradually descends to 

being a personal , and rather vicious, attack on a number of UFOIN invest­

igators . One hopes they vill all be offered the right of reply, at silllilar 

length, in the pages of this usually excellent j ournal .  

UFO Research Review . No .3 . Vol . 6. An unusually unedifying issue, seelllingl;r 

compiled under the influence of Professor John Taylor , parapsychology' s  

answer t o  the Vicar o f  Bray. A Ter;r long review of Jenny Randles ' s  'UFO Study' 

is used to convey a number of other points and opinions , and an article, 

which is little more than an unfounded personal attack on a few individuals , 

entitled ' InTestigation not Speculation ' ;  it comes from the hand of Lee Hall. 

The REVIEW has a deservedly large circulation, ana serves a particul.arl;r 

valuable role in communicating with other disciplines. Surel;r it can find 

less subjective and more worthy material? 

The Allgel Hair Problem in UFO Research. An example of how good Robert 

Morrell ' s work can be ( see aboTe J )  this is a complete version of a paper he 

presented to the NUFON Conference at Manchester in June 1981 . This is his 

preliminary work into a number of little-known angel-hair cases. After 
I 

scientific experimentation with spiders webs he concludes that most of the 

cases are probably explicable in this way. He discusses the most likel;r form 

of spider and how the web is proliferated. This pamphlet is available at 5 P• 

plus postage from Dr. R . W .  Morrell , 443 , Meadow Lane , Nottingham, NG2 3GB. 
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I t  aeemA apparent that , though m an y  of u s  mny feel t h a t  t h e  a t ri c t  

application of scientific method an d  eval ua tion is n o t  wh oll y appropri a t e  to 

paranormal research and investigat ion , there is much to be g�tined from the 

adaptation o f  conventional methods o f  inform� tion storage , organi Ration , 

analysis , preservation , and retrie Tal to our own areas of interes t .  This 

seems to apply particularly to the s t udy of anomalous in formation , where 

historical occurrence and precedent iA l iable to have a m�rked e f fect on our 

own interpretation of data ; so many valuable i tems , rP. port s ,  and inves ti�u t ion 

results have undoub tedly been los t over the years that the ir loss is bound to 

have af fec ted our own e f forts at drawing tentative conc lusions . Had this 

material been preserved , in a c leA r and accessible format , not only our own 

endeavours , but the ver;r status of our subjec t ,  might have been conni derAbly 

enhanced . 

We present bel ow three considered and ambitious propos i t ions for the 

s torage , organisation , and re trieval of various forms o f  information , wh ich 

we all , particularly the writers , hope will form the basis both for d iscussion 

of the various proje c ts , and for the input of material to them. 

A Microcomputer - UFO Database 
Paul \Nilson 

Today , when technology is advancing fas ter than most o f  �s can keep up 
with , a n d  Cl ive Sinclair will s e l l  you a pe rfec t ly res pec tabl e computer for 
£50, it i s  perhaps time to consider the possibilities o f  rela ting comput�rs 
to UFO research . This article will be a necessarily brie f  ou tl ine of a 
c omputer sys tem I am designing to store and re trieve UFO report s .  

PerhapA it would b e  well t o  cover the l east digestible part o f  the topic 
firs t .  •ro those with less of a technical bent I apologise , for the remainde r 
I am using a Naacom 1 with 32k RAM ,  EPROM programmer and residen t assembler . 
The next month or so should see some kind of bulk storage device become 
availabl e .  

The initial aim o f  the system ( which I have begun to call UDS f o r  �WO 
Database System ) was to provide a database of well-researched UFO reports for 
processing b;r statistical routines. A f te r  all , sampling and other more 
refined statistical studi �s are not j us t  impreAsive , the;r can st imulate 
discussion and further research if presented correc tl y .  However ,  such a 
database can be useful in i ts own right as a library type index to the 
included reports . 

Even a cursory examination of one or two well investigated reports 
immediately shows the necessi ty of somehow reducing the qunntity o f  information 
available . The obvoius approach is to design a coding scheme which will allow 
the pertinent quanta of data to b e  isolated in a report and then fed into the 
computer. At this early stage , this will be a manual system which can be • 

carried out away from the c omputer , th e coded data b�in� collec ted and typed 
into the database when convenient .  A suit�ble coding sys tem has been unde r 
development for some time wi th the hel p of UFOIN inves tigators and is now 
( hopefully) in a satisfac tory s tate . 
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In computer t e rmr. , the programs re� uired fall i nto rive ca te�oriea ; 
( 1 )  to ent er data, { 2 )  to re trieve nata , ( 3 )  to man ipulate data , ( 4 ) to prin t 
or display the resul ts , ( 5 )  to i n t erac t with the user. So far ,  categories ( 1 )  
and ( 5 ) are c omple t e ,  ( 2 )  is being wri t ten together with a part of t 4 )  and ( } )  
has a number o f  rud imentary designs done . What this means in pr�c tice ia that 
UDS can c ommunicate with the user and ac ce pt data . 1b e programs to re trieve 
and display the data a re be i ng wri t ten ( al though those portions which read anrl 
w ri te the databa�e files wil l  change wi th th e  hardwa re ) , and the s ta tistical 
routines are s till on the drawing board . 

There are th ree obvious problems associated with any project like UDS . 
The firs t concerns the reliabili ty of the data put into the system. The bea t 
th�t can be done is to acc e pt the exis tence of various standards of invest­
igation, and try to take ( as far as possible ) reports from reliable Aources , 
perhaps footnoting those of doubt ful reliab ility. The second relates to the 
oheer quantity o f data - so I hav e  initi3lly limited myself to post-1 960 
Bri tish re ports for purely practical reasons . Finally , how are people going 
to use UDS? � knotty problem l ' m discussing curren tly , but will probably 
involve all reques ts being forwarded via half-a-dozen UFOIN members who will 
' ve t '  them for prac ticabi li ty . 

I! anyone reading this has suggestions , comments or criticisms , I ' l l  be 
glad to hear from them . 
( Pl ease wri te to Paul Wilson , 6, Parkinsons Yard , Richmond , N . Yorka . 01 1 0  4JB ) . 

The MAPIT Resources Centre 
David Rees 

The need for information is as basic a requi remen t  for mankind as any 
o th e r .  I n f orma tion as a resource , however, is increasing at as fast a rate 
as ' natural resources ' a re dec reasing , pe rhaps even fas ter .  

Since our joint ' Statement of Intent ' was published in 1 979 , HA PIT and 
F'UFOR have discussed the possibility of setting-up a ' resources centre ' .  Both 
o rganisations ful ly recognise the problems this involves, and this was not a 
has tily taken decision by over-enthusiastic indi viduals likely to l ose thei r  
:inte res t i n  the pro j e c t  af t er a couple of mon th s . We intend to s tart the 
Cen tre , and wish t o  appeal to you all to assist us . 

Th e re are many good reasons for starting such a Centre . For instance ; ­
( 1 )  i t  will o f fer a comprehensi ve coll ection o f  reference material in one 
c entral location , which will include subjec ts other than ' ufology ' ; ( 2 )  the 
information s tored at th e Centre will be available to all interested parties 
And ( 3 ) over the long- t erm i t  will es tabl ish a much-needed , long overdue , 
archival collec tion of items , which will be a his toric record for all future 
genera tions to make use of . 

The Centre will be a ·fac ility for everyone to have access to, be they 
involved in seri ous research , the media, free-lance writers or jus t  ordinary 
indivi du�s who require an answer to a particular query. The methods of 
obtaining the material will be via the telephone , writing to the Centre and , 
in s ome cases , phot ocopyin� the material required and sending it to the 
enquirers . Finally,  of course,  information can be obtained from personal 
visits . There are many things to be organised ; the formation of a regular 
team of translators i s  something tha t c an be planned for in th e long-tP.rm , 
As can the purchase of a quali ty photo-copier that can be housed at the Cen t re . 
'rhe Centre wil l , of course,  have to charge for supplying ftDY informa ti on in 
orde r to cover cos ts for i ts upkeep. 

Any collec tion of mat erill.l muat be ful l y  re fe renced and ca tal o� o ted for 
easy re ference . To assist the Cent re we have orde red a · �inclair ,_.;(-8 1 ' 
computer, which will allow us to une th e l at e s t  t echnol o��y for se t ting-up 
three main indexes . 1heae are ; a gene ral inde x ; s u b j e c t  inde x ; a n rl  a bs trac t  
index.  Th e  potential for forming new indeyes will b e  g rea tly enlarged wi th 
the hel p of the ' ZX-81 • ;  aa John Pry tz has sais , ' nny inform� tion that can be 
stored on a piece of paper can be stored in a computer . For e xampl e ; ­
bibliographies , nAmes o f  authors , ti tles o f  booka , articles from journa l� 
with s peci fic date and edi tion ,  cross-re fe renc.,s , inde xes that you own , plus 
the databases of other ufologista - includin� their names , �ddresRes , and 
telephone nu.bere , etc . 

We would like as many sources as possible to support us ;  this can be done 
in various ways . It is , for instance ,  financially impossible for us to 
subscribe to every magazine, journal , &� newsletter published, and we would 
like to hear fro. Editors who are willing to donate copies ( both b�ck and 
future ) of their publications for inclusion in the Centre .  Any donations will 
be grea tly appreciated, e.g. newsclippings , old mag�zines , tapes , photos , case 
histories, e tc .  

To aid the purchase o f  col l ec tions and individual items , a support fund 
has been formed , and persons wishing to s�nd any donationa to it are asked to 
forward them to the MAPIT address ; -

HAPIT, David Rees , 92 , Hillcrest Road , Of ferton , S tock port , Chesh i re , Sl{2 5.'JE. 

The Fortean Computer Project 
Bob Rickard 

In effec t ,  the ' Fortean Computer Projec t '  cen tres on th e data accumulated 
in books , magazines , ill us trations and newsclippings owned by ' ForteAn Times ' 
editor Bob Rickard, through his personal pursuits and through FT. These are 
supplemented by the libraries of a few Forteans closel y  associated with the 
production o f  FT ( our various newsclipping collec tions having been amalgamated ) . 
J.o'urther material comes from donated or oth e rwise acquired collec tions . Daily ,  
more newsclippings o n  current Fortean events arrive from al l  quarters o f  the 
world - far more , in the periods between issues of FT, than we could ever hope 
to cram into any single issue . 

This is our primary database . It is impossible to give a number to the 
items of information because they are not marshalled in any coherent way . We 
are looking towards computerizing mainly to aake information handl in� more 
efficient. Some have fe�red that we plan to pump everything into a computer­
meMOry and rely on that , running risks of erroneous entries , dama�e , and even 
loss of import�nt data , but this valid caution applies � inly to what we con­
sider a secondary function - information stornge . Our prime tar,.et is a 
super-index, it you like - but an index which has powerful fac ilities for 
extrac tion, ca.pilation , and correlation of � speci fic topic . 

We could have acquired a ca.puter some time ago ,  but instead decided to 
work out precisely what it is we want to do, and how to do i t .  This wait has 
a gr�at advant�e in that as time �oes by the price of computers h�s come down 
bringing more powerful and flexible systems within financial range , plus the 
bonus of technological improvements . 



Firs t ,  I shoul d say � word abou t our terms of re ferenc e . I n  our view 
' f'ortean ' applies to no pa r t i c ular sub j ec t - it i� not what is le f t when you 
diYidP. off th e fie lds of pRychical research , u f ol ogy:-and so-c.� led ' EArth 
mys te ries ' .  Forteanism is an a pproach or at ti t ude , best char:tc te rised by 
Fort ' s  desc ription of hims P. l f as bein � ,  ' not so much interested in things as 
in the relat ions of things ' .  'l'he modern F'ortean ' s interes t is across the board 
s t range phenomena , including phenomena not yet acientifical ly accepted . 
Fortean research takes se veral forms . The most basic is the col lec tion of data. 
Second comes checking all eYents and descriptions back to primary witnesses and 
s tatements . 'l'hirdly, there is the correlation of particular kinds of pheno11ena 
or morph ologies . Fourthl y ,  we need the compilation of chronological and 
b ibli ographi cal lists .  There are other, more s pecialis9d needs , but these are 
the moa t uniYersal needs . 

For seyeral years now I haYe been refining the basic system. There were 
two al ternatiYes ; the s teady accumula tion of data under prede fined topics ( e . g. 
all cases of material falling from the sky , or sea-serpent sigbtings , or spon­
taneous human combuations ) - or the accumulation of an uns truc tured database 
which could be in terrogated on a spe c i fic point or topic from which a c itation 
or list could be made . Some researchers have begun the ir own e f forts at 
dat�base c ompila tion by accumulating data s pecifically on the topic which 
in teres ts them mos t ( the firs t  method ) , since this is the easiest and simples t  
method . However, once s uch a database reaches a certain size it becomes 
unwiP.ldy, and the ahi l ity to make cross-re ferences ( th e  key Fortean research 
need ) is severely l imi ted . Accord i n�ly , we have opted to compile a general 
uns t ructured da tabase . Such a sys tem needs sligh tly more sophisticated equip­
men t  than that availabl e in the chea pes t  cos t  bracket .  A basic compute r ,  with 
i ntelligent terminal , 48K of memory for carrying out the tasks , and twin 
f l o ppy-disc memory drives , begins around £1 1 500 - £2 , 000. A printer would be 
e xt ra ,  according to the qual i ty of type neede d .  Host sys t ems in th is b racket 
can be expanded to ma tch growing needs ; more memory-storage on a more ef ficient 
hard d isc , or a llowinp; several te rminals to acc ess the same database , and more 
elabora te data mani pul ation process es . 

Hos t industrial ( e tc . )  uses of computers req ui re them to operate a.t high 
s pe eds - we can af ford to be more leisurely , and this in turn gives us a 
choice of cheape r  hardware , but the comput er-ope rA.ting languages tend to b e  
slower. 1�is i s  normall y  a consi derati on but we have t h e  t i me , especially 
s i nc e  we are only talking about dif ferenc es of frac ti ons of sec onds to quartera 
o f  hours . Operating programmes are ext ra to the cost above . If your needs are 
aimpl e you could probably make do with ' of f-the -peg ' software . For our needs 
we have to b e  able to design our own files , s peci fy a few functions and oper­
a t i ons ,  and the whol e  sys tem needs a set of instructions called a ' database 
manage r ' . ( Hos t manufac turers of fer their own , but software finaa offer some 
as well ) . 

Because of the speed at which today ' s sys tems operate in searching a data­
base , there is l it tle need in the primary database for material to be accumu­
l a ted chronologically or according to any oth er informational structure .  Our 
ac cumulation of material fol l ows no pattet� ,  and if we had to wait , for 
exampl e ,  un til we hRd all the known 3HC cases to date to enter them into the 
database ch ronologicnlly , it would be a long wai t indeed . In our database a 
sea-se rpen t  report from 1 834 mRy be next to a fall of frogs from 1 979 , foll owed 
by a UFO eip;htin� from ·1 954 , etc . etc . The database would conaist of 5-6 files 
dealing wi th d i f ferent types of extrac ted information : a. direc tory of sub jects 
and code numbers , th e ' hot ' file with date , location , a.nd type of event eummftry , 
de tails of wi tnessP.a , etc , event description , and bibliographic ci tationa . 
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8Yery word in th ese en tries wil l  b e  c roRs -re ferencahl c R �R i nst the 
re rM i nd e r  o f  the dat abase .  A f ter e x t r,..c t ing rle tRils o f  n ca.o;e WP s i mnl y a rl c l  
it on to the end of the drttabao e .  3ub j e c t  cod i m1 :s ind i.c ate ' hmi l i es ' o f  t o pics 
( e . g .  a f al l  of ma t e r i al  may be common to UF'O , pol te rp;e i s t , convcn ti0nA1 me t e o r ­
ological or unl i s ted phenomena , and may have the fl�me coding re��rdles0 o f  ' type ' 
of ease ) .  Howeve r ,  in the entry for that e ven t would be included a l i s t  of 
other sub j ec t - or e vent-codes which cross-re ference wi th i t .  �� eh event hsR a n  
un iq ue code numbe r generated natural ly o u t  of i t s  date an d  type . 

This compl ica ted-sounding s truc t ure will ( we hope ) be simple to o pe ra te . 

I f  you want to compi l e  a list of fall ing ma terial , the databas� would h e  

searched and the records lis ted however you s pe c i fy ( e . p; .  chronologi cal l y ,  or b y  

loca tion , o r  by type of material or animal that fel l , e tc . ) .  �-iimi l R r  l is ts or 

catalogues could be compiled ( say annually) for researchers to save time 

searching the entire database for ,  say , ' Any fall in 1 953 associated wi th a UFO , 

re port in Sweden? ' Not in th e lists , but instantly cal led to screen or print P. r  

woul d be al l the known bibliographical ci tations o f  tha t  case , D n d  whe ther they 

have heen checked for verisimili tude . On the o ther hand , knowing 1 wj ll be 

spending a day at the News pa per Lib rary , at Colindal e , I could call for a 

l is ting of all unchecked cases cited from the Bombay Bugle or f rom a pa r t i c u l a r  

issue of N e w  Scien t is t . 

Host of my own re search is b ibliogra phic , and since I am th� person who 
will be d o i ng al l the initial hard work , data ac cumul a ti on will b e  in pri or i ty 
areas connec ted to my research for ' Fortean Times ' and any commi sssioned 
w ri ti ng .  Naturally , this is the tip o f  a huge ic eberg , and one in need of 
deba t e .  How will such a da tabase b e  run? Will i t  b e  accessible to o thers';' 
Who will run i t? etc .  

I t  al l boils down t o  money. It is the person who l ays out for a sys t e m  
and then commi t s  huge amounts o f  time developing t h e  database a n d  priming i t  
with material up to a func ti onal level ; i t  a l l  depends o n  him. A database 
represents an outlay o f  great sums of money ( for hardware and sof tware ) ,  and 
time ( the sof tware has to be worked -up ,  the data has t o  b e  fed i n ,  e tc . ) .  
There is no possibil i ty o f  fundiny. ( as yet ) oth er than the personal inves tmen t 

of time and money by whoever s tarts such a sch eme .  I have been planning such a 
task for several years , and will con tinue to peg away at it s l owly . I will 
take my time and try to make correc t deci sions hecause mistRkes wi ll b e  c os tl y 
in time and money . I will have to do this whi l s t  eRrning a livi np; , and s i n c e  
I do this mainly by wri ting , the f i r s t  priori ty of my database is to make my 
own research more ef ficient . 

Once functional , where do I go f rom the re? I deally , i t  woulrt be very nic e  
indeed i f  anyone could wri te or phone an enq ui ry , a n d  back w o ul d  c o m e  a prin t­

out of some sort. Bu t this would be hard to implement .  '.¥hat happens when the 
number of enquiries swells so as to pre vent me from earn in� a l iv in� , o r  
ge tting on wi th m y  own research'/ I don ' t think anyone can reasonably ex pe c t 
access to such a database under such condi tions to be free . Pe rha ps  relation­
ships with other database users or b uilders could be arranp;ed for informa tion . 
Perhaps different computers could talk to each other by exchanging fl oppy-di r; cs '.:' 
Researchers wanting l ong or detailed access may have to pay for it - not 
exorbitantly, but enough at leas t to cover running-expenses , or . al low the 
system to pay for i tsel f .  Then there is the problem of commerc1al Rcc eas . I n  
this field I think commercial publishers o r  users should pay substRn ti al l y ,  i f  
this could subsidise the usually impoverished research e r . 
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Curren tJ y , I am debBting the idea of a ForteAn I ns titute , which would be 
conR t ruc ted a rounrl the FT �atabaAe ,  and access ' credi ts ' may be earned by 
feed ln� the da tabase wi th information it hasn ' t  alread1 got .  

The problem of access to a dAtAbase is a thorny one. I ha�e decided , for 
the sake of being able to make some falteri.ng progress at leas t ,  to consider 
the t'T databa.oe as flr:J personal projec t ,  bein� in�olved in eYef"'1 aspec t .  I ts 
real isa tion will be slow ,  Rnd geared to FT and .y wri ting projects . Once this 
is established it could be extended into practical interacti�e schemes , along 
a�enues to be carefully defined in the future. We ha�e to start so.ewhere in 
an achie�able range . If a multitude of pri�ate systems spring up, so .uch the 
better. i�e proble� of getting different cOMputers to talk to each other are 
technologically solubl e .  More difficult are the definitions, cate«ories , and 
quality of data used by di f ferent researchers ,  which will be � inc�patibl e .  
But develop the• w e  MUSt - an d  l e t  the• co�te . Th e  bes t aysteea will su�i�e , 
e�olve , talk to each other ,  and grow. 

SAl BABA 

An intere6 tinr, si tUAtion is developing with regard to the increasing amount 
of publici ty b�ing eiven to one Shri Sathya Sai Baba , a wes tern-oriented 
s piri tual lender from Southern India in the tradi tion of the Maharishi , Guru 
Mnharaj Ji, and Shri Hajneeah. Numerous articles have appeared in the two 
5piri tual ia t publ ications , ' Psychic News ' and ' Two Worlds ' ,  and in March this 
year ' Mn�ic Saucer ' , a youth-oriented UFO magazine sent unsolicited to some 
chil dren fea tured in UfO reports in the media included a strongly propagandi s t 
article abou t him. 'rbis fea tured Atatementa such as , ' Sai  Baba has pe rformed 
vnriouo miracles such as healing medically incurable diseases ( and ) bringing 
the dead back to l i fe ' ,  ' lie doeon ' t  even sleep ' ,  'Because of Baba ' a  limi t­
l e�s power He is awn.re of all our though ts and prayers ' ,  and, 1 Sai Baba , among 
ma ny other gifts , has al so been known to material ise gifts for people from 
other planets • • 

It does not seem to be Baba ' s  phil osophy that creates such an interest ,  but 
ra th er the supposed miracles he J'er forms , and th e psi -type powers he is said 
to have repeatedly demonst rated. Detailed , ap�rently �erified , reports tell 
o f  hi-loca tion ,  mRterialisntion ( particularly of gifts such as necklaces , 
s ta tues , and � . sncred ash ) , exorcism , the b ringing back to li fe of one 
Wal ter Cowan , creating from twigs a f'ilver statue of Chri s t ,  and causing a 
rainbow. Extensive healing has been reported. 

' Psychic News ' haa gone eo far as to support the claim, . made by Baba ' s  follow­
err. , that he is th e o:;econd Coming of Christ. On the other hand Tal Brooke , an 
evangelical au thor and former di scipl e , has made detailed accusations of the 
sexunl ex pl oit ation of young male fol l owers J the sub j ec t  is clearly already a 
con trov er�ial one .  I d o  not think i t  i s  within our brief t o  concern ourselves 
wi th emotional and rel igious attitudes , but we should look at the facts of the 
reported anomalous , paranormal , arid miraculous events , if fac ts they be. We 
would be plen�ed to recei ve any ob jec tive , veri fied reports of such events , 
presen ted in a m�ner that will enlighten, rather than obscure the truth in 
what already seems to be a confused si tua tion . 
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CLOSING REMARKS. 

If we are to work on the assumption that the broad field of paranormal 

research ma1 be seen as a continuous whole - and that , after all , is what 

' Common Ground ' is meant to be about - then we are li�ng through strange , 

if interesting times , in which the component parte of the field seem to be 

facing similar problems , and in which some intriguing ideas are emerging as 

a consequence . Times of fragmentation ,  but of new beginnings ; of frequent 

personal Tilification, but also of co-operation be tween groups and individuale 

whom we would hardly ha�e expected to work together . 

The clearest example of fragmentation and recons truc tion munt be in the 

after-affec ts of the S . P . R. dispute , and the more or less consequent 

formation of the Association for the Scientific Study of Anomalous Phenomena . 

The majority of the founding fathers of ASSAP have till rec en tly been active 

in the S . P . R. , in several cases on the S . P . R. Council , and i t  will be all too 

easy for the two organisations to be seen as direc t rivals , and for aggression 

and unpleasantness to ensue and persist. But this seems to be wholl y unnec­

essary in the light of the marked differences in approach to areas of in terest , 

princiPLes of membership ,  and aims and methods of research and investigation 

between the two. We hope that the few individuals whose efforts will be vital 

in avoiding conflic t ,  and in establishing ci�l and constructi�e relatione 

between the two organisations will be aware of their responsibilities . It ia 

intended that ' Common Ground ' ,  without losing its editorial independence , or 

in aDJ W&J limiting ita vide range of contributors , will additionally func tion 

aa a journal of record for ASSAP, and that both will benefit from the relation­

ship J 1t0ra of this in CG}. But whatner happens , we will do our best to 

.aintain close linka between the anergy of ASSAP, and the experience of the 

s . P. R. , and will look forward to receiving contributiono from the members of 

both orsuiaationa. 

Ufologr also has serious problems , s011e caused by the limitations of 

dwindliDs fiaancas and membarahips , others by disputes o�er methodology, 

approach, and organisation, and the interpretation of resul ts ,  that hs�e 

de�elope4 u all too personal na�our. Much as the S . P . R .  Journal has been 

lild.ted to three , rather than four issues a year, the BUFORA Journal has , sadly, 

been forced to ceaae publication entirely. EYen Flying SatJCer Re�iew , as I 

UD4aretand, ie in a much 110re di fficult poE'ition than two years ago l it seeM 

that the recession has no fa�ourites . 
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'I'he split b etwe�n those for and against the members and methods of the 

UFO Investiatora ' Network, UFOIN, run by Jenny Randles , is made particularlr 

obvious in the is�ues of UFO Insight and UFO Research Review abstracted else­

where in this issue . The impression is given that some investigators have 

become preoccupied with the investigation process aa an end iD itself, rather 

than the object of the investigation which is , surelr, the atudr of !!-ident­

ified !lying objects ! Perha ps there are some close parallels here with aoae 

of the di.,isiona within the S . P . R. - �be logic isn ' t  quite enough - poeeibl7 

we IIN8t haYe the occasional leap in the dark. Abuse , aggression, and personal 

attacks are a regular pert of Ufologr, as ther are a part of perchical research 

and, all too often, of Spiritualisll and stage parchia• too; think of the dispute 

over the Elizaldes , o.,er Geller and the o ther metal-benders, over the chargee 

of fraud in the Bristol Church levelled against Gordoa Bigginaon, and OTer manr 

other similar issu�s too. Is it because we are ao protecti.,• of our beliefs 

and discoveries , and of our !ear of being thought eccentric , that we fight ao 

bitterly among ourselves? It is , perhaps , inevitable ; it � e.,en ae"e some 

useful purpose ; but if so , then it should be better controlled, and should not 

demean our public image, or take up so much time and energy. 

Yet despite all this , there is much that is encouraging. There is a 

rumour of co-operation between BUF'ORA and the FlyiJig Saucer Review ; there is 

a good likelihood of practice� 1·eorganisation to link the in.,estigation 

networks of BUl'O'RA and UFOIN in some wtty . Lesli� Barer and Maureen Hall of 

BUFORA, and Jenny Handles of UFOIN are to be congratulated on their efforts 

iu this respec t .  ASSAP � serve to improve the status and quality of para­

normal research in this country , if only b7 11.nldng the experience and know­

l�dge of a wide variety of local groups . � these organisations are showing 

unprecedented concern for ethics and training in investigation ; it genuinely 

seems thAt the subject is reaching a real maturity at last .  ' C01111110n Ground ' 

will , we hope , be able to chronicle this era of concern and eo-operation, and 

to communicate between i ts practitioners, by publishing the experience and the 

ideas of those in.,olved. ' Psychic News • , which has by far the largest reader­

ship and circulation of any publication featuring paranormal and anomalous 

experience ,  has already pledged itself , under Tony Ortzen, to broaden ita 

scope , feature in-depth articles from related subjec ts b� experienced writers' 

and anyone who has followed F'N over the years will agree , I suspec t ,  that such 

a change has ,  at this time , to be something of an omen. Here ' s  to the friends 

ot" genuine , open-minded research, and confusion to our enead.es' 

Kevln mcclure. 
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